15 - MOE - B - RN 6

HISTORY<EE

HARIBUES

1. BUGSHE

HAH 1945-99 FEHHYBUG S EE H] 73 R VU(EPEES -
> SBPEEL ¢ BHAEI(1945-52)

> RPEER - BUEAMILEY HIGHH(1952-55)

> B=PEE T G  RFHH(1955-93)

> EUURERES T BT EA ) RFHH(1993-99)

A. F—IEEL

Al. 1945-52 £F : HE4EEEHA

ERHRAY H A H SRy B HY ER SR BURF 28 A e ] 2 e S PR B  JEEIFSHY »
THARBURH H AA SRR > HABUFEITIRE R THBEAE - B0 SE4RET
J& R HABTTIEES(E R REAL « IEES(EH I EIEEA A 20 EHEEEE
AYRHER 731 > MAERRBR B GARE T 384 T4 6000 FE IR » ELFREIET &
MHER R - 55— 518 > B EALTT L RAneY CBENIECE) (F R B ARTHEL
BT T RECREM 0 BEIRR SIS - XINSRBIEHIRE S R IR SR - fUE
BHTHANERBUG AL THBBUREBCI B AAEEEACTT - EFEmAT (L
BURTR) (1946) fe (ZEIRERETA) (1947) IR R BT TR © P IRL » REAFEH
TR SIS HABCS -

Al R H AR

H 1944 £E0 > HAFEARPRRTEE T EREIROR - SEBIME 1945 4% IR 58
B H AR B e Rl Bl Ry B — B > 3008 H AR « Y HAE TR

B PR - Ryl o H AN HY B B EFRIL K @Wk MRS EN RS - LIS B A e

P R E VAR EASHH A A H#ET — 2R EE R ARt - HE

1952 4> E‘éjéﬁﬁ(ﬁﬁﬁmzﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂéﬁﬁ%ﬂ (=FEIREY) 1FRBRIIREY

RIE Efpak THEEZ R > REBUFA B E A -




¢

*

® f)] - %05 - A - B - BIRTR e

115 1 URY

Political Development in Japan

1. Political development

The political development of Japan in 1945-99 can be divided into 4 stages:
»  Stage 1: The SCAP period (1945-52)

» Stage 2: Independence and political parties flourished (1952-55)

»  Stage 3: The ‘1955 System’ period (1955-93)

»  Stage 4: Politicians Regroup (1993-99)

A. Stagel
Al. 1945-52: The SCAP period
The US-led SCAP took over the post-war Japan. The supreme ruler was the US

General Douglas Macarthur. In this period, the SCAP had exclusive control over Japan
while the Japanese government could only carry out related decisions. For example,
the SCAP helped Japan realise demilitarisation and democratisation. Demilitarisation
included purging 200 thousand people who supported Japan’s expansionist policy
and in the Military Tribunal sentencing about 6000 war criminals such as wartime
Prime Minister Tojo Hideki. As to democratisation, the SCAP promulgated the Showa
Constitution as the new one, adopted symbolic Mikado system to abolish the real
power of the Emperor, strengthened the power of the Diet and extended voting
rights, which completely reformed the politics in Japan. Besides, the SCAP
endeavoured to help Japan recover its economy. It passed the Land Reform Act (1946)
and Anti-Monopoly Act (1947) to release agricultural land and dissolve zaibatsu. In

this stage, the SCAP took full control of the politics in Japan.

All. Reason: Defeat of Japan

Since 1944, Japan had been losing its ground in the Pacific War; when the US
dropped two atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, Japan surrendered
unconditionally. Japan defeated in WWII. To prevent the revival of militarism and
invasion, the US General Macarthur, leader of the US Army Force Far East, occupied
Japan and carried out a series of measures to demilitarise and democratise Japan. In
1952, the SCAP arranged the signing of Treaty of San Francisco (1952) as a peace
treaty between Japan and Southeast countries. It ended the occupation after

reparation issues were almost settled.
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B. Stage 2
Bl. 1952-55: Independence and political parties flourished

After the withdrawal of the SCAP in 1952, Japan regained independence. Under the
Showa Constitution, Japan established a democratic system and many political
parties founded or reorganised. The number of parties once reached 300, which was
like in blossom. Major parties included Democratic Party, Liberal Party, Socialist Party
and Communist Party. It was noted that after elimination and combination, the
Socialist Party, Liberal Party and Democratic Party dominated the politics. These 3
parties took turns in power. For example, leader of the Liberal Party Yoshida became
the Prime Minister 5 times in 1946-54. No party could gain majority votes in the Diet;
they could only merge with others to form the Cabinet. Thus, in this period, the

Japanese government regained independence and party politics flourished.

Bll. Reason: Democratisation in the SCAP period and the withdrawal of SCAP

Early in the occupation period, the SCAP had already carried out demilitarisation and
democratisation in Japan. It promulgated the Showa Constitution, strengthened the
power of the Diet, granted voting rights to both adult man and women and gave the
freedom of political association so that many political parties were formed with the
hope to enter the government under election. After the withdrawal of SCAP in 1952,
Japan gained autonomy and political parties became more active and created a

period of flourishing party politics.
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C. Stage3
Cl. 1955-93: the 1955 System period

In 1955, the conservative Democratic Party merged with the Liberal Party to form the

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). It gained great influence and support thus became
the largest party in Japan and dominated the politics until 1993 and ruled Japan for
38 years. Although the Socialist Party was only second to LDP, it had been an
opposition party but not the ruling party. From 1995 to 1993, the two-party politics
and the continual dominance of LDP were known as “the 1955 System”.

Cll. Reason: Used political integration to gain a political edge

To gain more influence, parties with similar objectives and background would merge.
For example, the reformist Socialist Party divided into left and right wings in 1951.
But in order to stop Democratic Party from amending the constitution, they reunited
in 1955 and succeeded to get 1/3 of the seats in the House of Representatives in the
same year. Meanwhile, seeing the Socialist Party grew in strength, the Democratic
Party merged with the Liberal Party, also favouring conservatism, to form the LDP
and maintained its. dominance until 1993. Thus, this shaped the situation of
two-party rule of the conservative LDP and the reformist Socialist Party, known as the
1955 System.
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D. Stage 4
DI. 1993-99: Politicians Regroup

Since 1993, the dominance of LDP was at stake. There were internal splits and other

parties also merged and split frequently, shaping the period of politicians regroup.
There were internal splits in LDP in 1993 before the election for the House of
Representatives. Some members left and formed the New Party Sakigake and Japan
Renewal Party, weakening the influence and momentum of the LDP. The LDP lost in
the election and failed to secure a majority of seats and could only have equal seats
as the “Opposition Coalition” that formed just before the election. At last, the
“Opposition Coalition” and “New Party Federation” formed the “Anti-Liberal
Democratic Part Coalition”, a Cabinet of 8 parties. This ended the 38-year political
dominance of the LDP. Later, the LDP had been hostile to the Socialist Party but
cooperated with it to regain the power in the next year. After that, politicians
regroup continued. The New Frontier Party once became the largest opposition party
but still dissolved in 1997 and was then succeeded by the Democratic Party. In this
period, the status of LDP was at stake and there were frequent changes in political

parties. This was a period of politicians regroup.

DIl. Reasons: Political scandals, decline in economy and the split of LDP

From the late 1980s to early 1990s, the LDP was embroiled in a series of political
scandals including the Recruit Scandal (1989) and Sagawa Express Scandal (1992).
These revealed the corruption in LDP and tarnished its image. Also, the economic
bubble burst in the early 1990s. With depressed economy, the LDP lost public
support. Worse still, there were internal splits in the LDP and some members left and
formed new parties. The influence of the LDP further weakened and it lost the 1933
election. But other parties seized the chance to gain momentum and hoped to
extend their influence in the House of Representatives through combination and

recruiting new party members, resulting in the phenomenon of politicians regroup.
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2. Features
A. Establishment of a democratic system

Under the SCAP occupation, it helped Japan realise demilitarisation and
democratisation, which included sentencing about 6000 war criminals purging 200
thousand people who supported Japan’s expansionist policy, promulgating the
Showa Constitution to replace the Meiji one, and abolishing the real power of the
Emperor and rendering him a symbolic leader. Besides, the Diet became the highest
authority and the only legislature in which members of the two houses were elected.
Also, the power of the Cabinet was restricted; it was responsible to the Diet but not
the Emperor. When necessary, the Diet could force resignation of the Cabinet
through a motion of no confidence. The Showa Constitution actualised separation of
three powers, the legislative, executive and judicial powers rested with the Diet,
Cabinet and Courts respectively. Together with the stipulation to abandon war and

protect people’s rights, democracy was established in Japan.

B. Revival of party politics

After the establishment of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association in 1940, all
parties were dismissed and the freedom of political association was restricted. Japan
had become a country under one-party dictatorship. But after the SCAP occupation,
it carried out democratic reforms and strengthened the power of the Diet and
allowed the freedom of political association. Thus, parties mushroomed through
formation and reorganisation. The number of parties once reached 300, which was
like in blossom. Major parties included Democratic Party, Liberal Party, Socialist Party
and Communist Party. After reorganisation, combination and disbandment, the

Japanese politics involved only the LDP and Socialist Party.

C. Two-party politics with the domination of LDP

Since 1955, the Socialist Party divided into left and right wings had reunited while the
Democratic Party merged with the Liberal Party to form the LDP. This shaped the
two-party politics between the reformist Socialist Party and the conservative LDP.
The LDP had been dominating the politics and the Socialist Party could only be an
opposition party, shaping “the 1955 System”. The system continued for 38 years until
the LDP lost its influence in the elections for the Upper House due to political

scandals, decline in economy and internal splits.
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D. A series of corruption scandals

Although the SCAP dissolved zaibatsu with a series of measures during its occupation
period, the business sector had greater influence due to economy take-off in the
1950s and started to raise opinions about the political situation. It even interfered in
politics through campaign finance. Collusion between the business sector and
political circles created many scandals involving government officials. For example,
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka resigned in 1974 due to corruption scandal, and was
embroiled in the Lockheed bribery scandals (1976). Besides, there were scandals in
the late 1980s and early 1990s such as the Recruit Scandal (1989) and Sagawa
Express Scandal (1992), which was one of the reasons the LDP lost influence in

elections.
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Social Development in Japan

1. Features of social development
A. A society of freedom and equality

Influenced by the demilitarisation and democratisation policy of the SCAP, the
Japanese society became more liberal and equal. The Showa Constitution stated the
popular sovereignty as its main principle. Japanese were not called “subjects” but
“people”. They no longer submitted to the Emperor and the Emperor could not
deprive his people of any rights. Human rights were improved a lot. Besides, royalty
and Kazoku systems were abolished, ending the social class divisions. Also, the law
emphasised that all people are equal and the constitution granted academic freedom,
freedom of thoughts and speech and so on. Thus, idea of freedom and equality could

take root in Japan.

B. Material life improved

After war, the Japanese economy developed rapidly and income increased
significantly. Wealth disparity narrowed and material life improved greatly. For
example, in the 1950s, the “three treasures” were a bicycle, sewing machine and
radio for wealthy families. But the “three treasures” were redefined in the early
1960s as a black-and-white TV, washing machine and refrigerator and in 1966 as the
“3C electric appliance” including Car, Cooler and Colour TV. It can be seen that the
material life of Japanese was wealthy. Besides, the number of Japanese travelled
aboard increased from 300 thousand in 1965 to 54 million in 1990. This reflected
that the economic condition of Japanese enhanced and Japan became a wealthy

country with most in the middle class.

C. Livelihood of tenants and workers improved

To improve the situation of tenants and workers before war, the SCAP and Japanese
government carried out reforms and passed laws. For tenants, the SCAP passed the
Land Reform Act in 1946 to release agricultural land from landlords. Land under
tenancy agreement reduced from 6 million yards in 1945 to 1.2 million yards in 1955.
The proportion of self-owned land increased. As for workers, the SCAP passed the
Labour Relation Adjustment Act, Labour Standards Act and Labour Union Act to
regulate labour relations and protect the legal rights of workers. Later, as economy
developed fast, Japanese enterprises provided a wider range of welfare including
housing allowance, medical services and tours to keep the talents. Labour welfare

became comprehensive.
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D. Rise of women status

After WWII, the status of women rose due to the SCAP reforms. For example, in the
first election for the Diet of 1945, 39 women were unprecedentedly elected as
members. Later, the Showa Constitution (1947) stipulated women’s right to vote and
stand for election, and also guaranteed women had the same rights as men on the
matter of education, marriage and heritage. Although male superiority was not
completely improved due to the Constitution, Japanese women were treated more
equally in education and at work as feminist movement progressed. For example, the
Act of Equal Employment Opportunity for Both Sexes (1985) removed gender
discrimination at work; the Childcare Leave Act (1992) stated that women were
entitled to be on leave for a year. Thus, women could be treated more fairly and

reasonably in society.

E. Pluralistic culture

The Yamato people were willing to accept foreign cultures and their eclectic
character enabled the co-existence of foreign and local culture. After WWII, foreign
cultures spread in Japan due to the short occupation of the SCAP and increasingly
frequent trade with the West and Southeast Asia. Meanwhile, some traditional
values and cultures were retained and shaped the co-existence of pluralistic culture.
For example, Japanese wore Western-style clothing as casual wear but would wear
Kimonos in traditional festivals; American fast food and Southeast food were popular
but restaurants selling traditional Ramen and sushi were everywhere. Moreover, part
of the local culture swept through the international world, such as manga, anime and

electronic games.

F. Democratic and universal education

To eradicate militarist thoughts, the SCAP abolished the Imperial Rescript on
Education and the National Textbook System in 1947, which were replaced by the
Basic Education Law and School Education Law. The Basic Education Law extended
compulsory education from 6 years to 9 years and emphasised whole person
development and critical thinking but not indoctrination. Besides, the School
Education Law established the system of 6-year primary education, 3-year junior
secondary education, 3-year senior secondary education and 4-year undergraduate
education. These reforms extended compulsory education and realised thought
liberalisation. Also, the Japanese government allocated more and more budget for
education. The enrolment rate in senior secondary school reached 97% as early as
1999 and that of university reached 49.1% in 2000, among the best in the world.
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