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China has been struggling for transforming herself through different revolutions and

reforms in the 20th century. And it is going to use May 4th Campaign as the

revolution example and Nanjing Government Reform as reform example to compare

revolution and reforms in transforming China in political, economic and diplomatic

aspect as follows.

First, in terms of political aspect, both reforms and revolution impact very little to

the political transformation in China. Chinese political condition has been autocratic

and chaotic with different warlords and powers in the country, which may not listen

to the central government. For example, in terms of revolution, May 4th Movement,

students and society protested against the warlord “Beiyang” government for its

autocracy and ineffectiveness. They demanded a greater degree of freedom and

political reforms to grant democracy to the people. However, they voices was

suppressed by the government and the government did not listen to them but

arrested the participants, like Chen Duxiu was arrested for 5 times as he criticized

the Beivang Government. Democracy and greater degree of freedom did not grant

to people. China still remained autocratic and under warlords’ rule. May 4th

Campaign did not transform China politically.

In terms of reforms, Nanjing government also impacted a little in transforming

Chinese autocratic and chaotic political situation. Although Nanjing government

superficially follow Dr. Sun’s fundamentals of National Reconstruction to build up

Chinese democracy and even passed “People Rights Ordinance” to protect human

rights. However, Nanjing government reforms was actually autocratic. For example,

Nanjing Government did not allow the Communist Party existence and use powerful

military to purge them. The government also lack democratic elements because of

the absence of election. Nanjing Government even failed to control the national

situation whereas Outer Mongolia was independent, Tibet was not controlled by

Nanjing and Communist also occupied some land in Jiangxi. In comparison, both

May 4th Campaign and Nanjing Reform failed to bring new situation to China and

failed to sweep off Chinese political features of autocracy and China could not be

under one central government. After the May 4th Campaign, China still under

warlords rule until the success of North Expedition while Nanjing Reform could carry

put the Constitution after the Second World War but it was ended quickly with the
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Civil War. It shows that both revolution and reforms failed to transform Chinese
politics.

In terms of economy, reforms had greater impacts to transform China than the

revolution. Chinese economy had been very weak with the indemnity to be paid and

foreign economic invasion with tariffs. In May 4th Campaign, people were

encouraged to support the national goods to support local industry development.

For example, Society for The Use of National Goods were founded to encourage

people buy national goods. It helps Chinese industry to some extent. But it failed to

transform China after the campaign Chinese economy still remained weak and

under control of the foreign. For example, 70% of the national capital were occupied

by foreign countries but less than 30% are occupied by Chinese industry. It shows

that Chinese economy did not transform.

In terms of reforms, Nanjing Government helped to improve Chinese economy and

transform it. Nanjing Government introduced series of financial reforms such as

replacing the silver tales with banknotes and issuing series of commercial laws such

as “Company Act” and build Guangdong Hankou Railway. It helped to facilitate the

Chinese economy and thrive Chinese industry by establishing a more

comprehensive and solid business environment and led to “Golden Ten Years” . In

comparison, May 4th Campaign encouraged people to support Chinese local goods

and industry by products, but the general economic condition remain unchanged,

economy of China remain weak. In terms of Nanjing reforms, the relatively stable

environment made the government successfully carried out economic reform and

facilitates building, shaping a better business environment and improve the

economy with “Ten Golden years”. It shows that reform is more effective in

transforming Chinese economy than revolution.

In terms of diplomatic aspect, reforms was more effective to transform China than

revolution. In early to mid 20th century, China had a very low status in international

society and sovereignty was infringed by foreign countries by unequal treaties like

Nanjing Treaty and Beijing Treaty and they still took effectin Republicera. In terms

of May 4th Movement, people protested and strive to take back Shandong interests

in Paris Peace Conference and successfully forced the government reject to sign the

peace treaty as a kind of protest to the international society. Chinese government

even successfully regained Shandong in Washington Conference in 1922due to the

movement. It shows revolution had good impact on improving diplomatic status.

Although Shandong was taken back, Chinese sovereignty was still greatly damaged
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by foreign with extraterritoriality, the ceded land and not self- controlled tariff. The

May 4th Movement actually did not transform Chinese diplomatic status, China

remained low status.

In terms Nanjing Reform, it successfully raised Chinese diplomatic status and

transformed China. Nanjing government first took back Xiamen and Hankou from

the UK in the 1930s and regain tariff autonomy from foreign countries, improving

the Chinese diplomatic status by removing unequal treaties. In 1943 China even

recovered all lost land (except those occupied by Japan) from the powers and

establish equal diplomatic relations with Belgium, Britain and USA. After the Second

World War, China even became one of the permeant members of the Security

Council for united Nations. China diplomatic status raised dramatically.

In comparison, May 4th Movement impact very little to Chinese diplomatic status

and only regain Shandong but did not raise Chinese international status. but Nanjing

Government successfully regained all the occupied land from the foreigh power and

re- established equal diplomatic relationships with powers add even became 1 of

the “5 big countries” in UN. It shows that Nanjing reforms successfully and greatly

improve Chinese diplomatic status and impact much more than May 4th. t shows

that reforms is more effective in transforming Chinese diplomacy.

All in all, reforms and revolution both impacted China, but reforms transformed

China in more aspects than revolution

Words: 1007
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Revolution, refer to from bottom to top movement while reform refer to a from

top to bottom movement as a means of transformation. In the following, | would
choose 1911 revolution and Nanjing government reform as comparison in political,
economic, social and diplomatic aspect. Although both have very limited effect in
transforming China. In deeper inspection, Nanjing government was a more effective

means.

Politically, 1911 revolution was a revolution from bottom to top against
autocratic monarchy while Nanjing government reform was from top to bottom
reform building constitutional republic. In terms of 1911 revolution, it aimed at fight
against China 2000-year monarchy rule to transform China from autocratic rule to
democratic ruling by abdicate the late Qing emperor. It was successful to end late
Qing ruling. However, after 1911 revolution, Yuan ShiKai and Zhang Xun tried to
restore monarchy and China was struggled in chaotic warlordism. It failed to form a
democratic government. On the other hand, Nanjing government reform aimed to
transform China from chaotic warlordism ruling to political tutelage to established
a constitutional republic and upheld the three-people principle. Five power system
was built under the president. However, China was still under one-party dictatorship
and did not have electoral system. The constitution could not adopt due to Japanese
invasion until 1940s. in comparison, 1911 revolution was a means of transformation
from Chinese monarchy to democratic rule but failed to achieve it. It was an attempt
from the citizens to the incumbent while Nanjing government reform was a reform
initiated from incumbent but also failed to establish a democratic and multi-party
rule, such as Nanjing government purging communists. However, Nanjing
government had a larger effectiveness as setting up a constitution in China than

1911 revolution.

Economically, 1911 revolution was an attempt from citizens with rough
planning to improve livelihood but failed while Nanjing government reform was a
more effective means with better planning. From the perspective of 1911
revolution, it aimed at upheld livelihood in three people’s principle and
implemented land reform by redistributing land to farmers. However, it was a failure

by limited planning and chaotic warlordism it led. Farmers were still suffered from

the heavy tax collected by warlord and could not live a healthy life. On the other
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hand, Nanjing government reform was a means of transformation with well-

planned. The reform contained established banking system, set up exchange act,
measure act, turning silver tales to banknotes, building Guangzhou-Hankou railway.
More thorough planning was set up. However, it also had limited effect in
transforming China like the domination of big four families and serious corruption
was happened. Comparatively speaking, although Nanjing government reform could
not have a fundamental change in China economy and improved livelihood. It still
performed better than 1911 revolution. Also, since the revolution was initiated by
ordinary citizens effective planning and measures was hard to realize, so Nanjing
government reform had a better planning than 1911 revolution as a means of

transformation.

Socially, 1911 revolution aimed at transform on the ethnic aspect while Nanjing
government focused on people’s misbehavior. 1911 revolution aimed to upheld
nationalism in three people principles set by Sun Yat-Xin and introduced five group
harmony between different races and promoted ethnic equality. It was successful in
this aspect to transform the races discrimination. On the other hand, Nanjing
government reform focused on the social misbehavior transformation. It introduced
New Cultural Movement and promoted traditional idea like “li, yi, lian, chi” and
banned misbehavior like opium smoking. It promoted cooperation and conscious
spirit of citizens to led a better life. It was quite successful to combat the misbehavior
and introduced a fundamental change. In comparison, although 1911 revolution had
measure on combating social misbehavior but it was less effective and the
transformation on five group harmonies was more significant. While Nanjing
government reform had greater effectiveness in transforming social misbehavior

than 1911 revolution.

Diplomatically, 1911 revolution aimed to increase international status but
failed while Nanjing government reform could get back the sovereignty and more
successful in this aspect. 1911 revolution wanted to upheld nationalism and get rid
of western power exploitation. However, it was not successful to transform China to
a diplomatically strong power. Foreign influence was still serious in China like the
extraterritoriality in China was given to foreign powers. On the other hand, Nanjing
government reform was more effective and could get back all sovereignty in 1943
like collected back British concession in Xiamen and hangout and tariff autonomy.
However, China international status was still very low with foreign discrimination

and suffered Japanese invasion in 1940s. Comparatively speaking, 1911 revolution

wanted to increase Chinese international status without successful planning.
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Generally, revolution adopter likes Yuan will eager to have western power

recognized the status of the China like yuan did so they were less confident in
bargaining with the foreign power like yuan signing Twenty-One Demand. However,
reformers had better courage and determination in this aspect and turned out
Nanjing government reform had greater effectiveness in this aspect than 1911

revolution.

To sum up, although both reform and revolution in China failed to transform

China in many aspects, Nanjing government reform generally had greater

effectiveness and well-planned.
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