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In terms of causality, alliance system originated in nationalism, as Germany formed
the Triple Alliance (1882) in fear of the French Revanchism. Alliance system started
on the basis of races and was greatly influenced by nationalism, such as the Dual

Alliance (1879) formed by Germanic countries Germany and Austria-Hungary.
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In terms of cause-result relationship, the problems of the Treaty of Versailles
provided an important psychological foundation for the appearance of appeasement
policy. As Britain believed that the Treaty of Versailles was too harsh to Germany,
Britain tended to sympathize Germany and think that she was just getting back the
benefits Germany deserved. As a result, appeasement policy was adopted to
Germany. For instance, when Germany reintroduced conscription in 1935 and
expanded the navy, Britain did not stop her. Instead, the Anglo-German Naval
Agreement was signed with Germany and allowed her to expand her army. This
showed that the defects of the Versailles Settlement were more important than the

appeasement policy.
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In terms of cause-result relationship, the China factor led to the British government’s
attempts at representative government. In the past, the British were reluctant to grant
power to the Chinese as they worried that this would work against its colonial
administration. There was thus no election for the Legislative Council. However,
when the handover of Hong Kong to China was scheduled, the British government
pushed forward the reform of Hong Kong’s political system in order to make Hong
Kong a more democratic city and prevent it from coming under Chinese autocratic
rule. The British even accepted the political reform proposal suggested by Chris

Patten in 1992 and changed all seats of the Legislative Council into elected seats.
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In terms of causal relationship, the China factor was the reason for Hong Kong to
transform from entrepot trade hub to industrial city, while Hong Kong factor was just
the endeavored result for economic transformation. Hong Kong acted as a bridge
between China and the West in trading for a long time. However, due to the China
participation in the Korean War, Hong Kong suffered from the embargo by the West.
The entrepot trade of Hong Kong decreased sharply. The total trade volume
decreased from US$9.3 billion in 1961 to US$6.6 billion, forcing the economy to
transform in Hong Kong. So, the Hong Kong government was mainly influenced by
the China factor to give up the reliance on entrepot trade and turn to develop light

industry.
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In terms of the cause-and-effect relationship, the democratic government lost the
confidence of the Japanese because of its disappointing diplomatic performance. For
instance, it succumbed to the US and Britain and accepted the 10(US) : 10(Britain) :
6(Japan) ratio on heavy cruisers in the London Naval Conference (1930) as opposed
to the ratio 10(US): 10(Britain): 7(Japan). Eventually, Japanese thought that the
democratic government was unable to protect the interests of Japan, thus supporting
the militarists, who wished to be on par with the west, instead. Militarism became

dominant in Japan.
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In terms of the cause-and-effect relationship, the Great Depression facilitated the
economic problems caused by the First World War. Despite the fact that the First
World War caused a great blow to the economy of different countries, countries
started to recover their economy in the 1920s. For instance, Germany settle its debts
by the programs offered by US (Dawes and Young Plan). However, the 1929 Great
Depression further damaged the world’s economy, deteriorated the improving
situation. For example, US retrieved its loans for Germany and led to collapse of
Germany’s economy. The employment population reached 6 million and this

fostered Hitler’s invasion in 1933 and fostered the next world war.
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In terms of the cause-and-effect relationship, the China factor fostered Britain to
implement the localization of government officials. Britain started the localization of
government officials in the 1980s, such as having the first Chinese administrative
officer in 1948 but at that time the progress was slow. However, the signing of Sino-
British Joint Declaration ruled out the “Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong”,
forcing Britain to fasten the localization of senior government officials. For example,
the British government promoted Anson Chan and Donald Tsang as the Chief
Executive and the Financial Secretary respectively in 1993 and 1995. It can show
that China factor is more essential than British factor in affecting Hong Kong’s

political development.
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In terms of causal relationship, alliance system extended national disputes
worldwide. In the 1914 Sarajevo Incident, originally between Germany and Austria-
Hungary, and Russia and Serbia, alliance system got Britain and France embroiled,

spreading the regional conflict to the world.
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Regarding cause and effect relationship, post-war international circumstances
prompted the US to help Japan rebuild its national power from punishing Japan. As
communism spread rapidly in Asia after WWII, countries such as China, Korea and
Vietnam were under the threat of communism. Thus, the US looked for strategic
allies in Asia to combat the expansion of communism. Therefore, the US changed its
plan from punishing Japan to offering assistance. It can show that postwar
international circumstances is more essential that US’s assistance in recovering

Japan’s postwar economy.
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By comparing their role, Germany was playing a more important role than Italy.
Germany was the initiator in the forming of alliances. She formed alliances with Italy
and Japan in 1936 respectively, and in 1937, the three countries formed another
alliance. In opposite, Italy was not the initiator in the forming of alliances. She was
only one of the members being invited by Germany to join, and hence had less

significance than Germany.
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In terms of improving relationship, the USSR took an active role in it. After the rise
of Gorbachev in 1985, the USSR implemented different diplomatic policies to
improve relations with capitalist countries. For instance, Gorbachev met leaders of
the US and Britain after he rose to power in 1985. On the other hand, the role of the

US was passive. It only made response to the USSR’s invitation.
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With regard to trends, arms race tended to slow down, as countries tried to disarm
and held two Hague Disarmament Conferences (1899; 1907). Despite intense navy
competition, the Britain fleet visited the port of Kiel in Germany in 1912, which
reflected the slowdown of arms race. On the contrary, nationalism inclined to become
intense. The 1908 Bosnian Crisis pushed Germany and Austria-Hungary, and Russia
and Serbia on the brink of war; the two Balkan Wars intensified the situation; finally

in the Sarajevo Incident, national clashes made war inevitable.
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In comparing the economic restructuring of Hong Kong, local government usually
implemented the strategy of ‘Big market, small government’ and just pushed the
economic development. It was not the major force that led to an economic
restructuring of Hong Kong. In opposite, the embargo of China and Reform and
Opening Up in 1950s and 1970s were the two fuses that caused the two economic

restructures. It had great significance.
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Concerning the degree of influence, because zaibatsu monopolised the Japanese
economy, the good national characters of Japanese could not be effective in
stimulating the development of small and medium enterprises as limited by the
circumstances. But the US created favourable environment for the economic
development in Japan by dissolving zaibatsu, thus small and medium enterprises
could develop rapidly after the war. Hence, American assistance was more important

as it allowed the Japanese to unleash their unique national characters.
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Regarding influence, the discontent of Eastern Europe was limited to the dissolution
of the USSR. Before the rise of Gorbachev, all the demonstrations and riots of
Eastern European countries were suppressed easily by the USSR, including the
Hungarian Revolution1956). However, after Gorbachev rose to power, he adopted
relaxed policies such as reducing station troops and economic control over Eastern
Europe, conniving at the democratic movements of satellite states. The communist
governments of Eastern Europe collapsed one by one. As the liberation of Eastern
Europe symbolized that the USSR withdrew from military confrontation with the

West, the end of the Cold War was expected soon.
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By comparing their nature, one can find that totalitarianism was aggressive and,
conversely, the inadequate cooperation was neutral. The latter would not cause a war
alone. In fact, the real cause of war was the aggression of totalitarian countries. Their
invasions like Germany’s sudden attack on Poland in 1939 were the most direct factor

leading to the war.

OKW.HO (HREE B ) 24

M"L

Ei[kw.Ho [ @ kwhohistory |Q g %ﬁ%@a °



HISTORY NG T E D

PhEERIVY © 4E Nature

FREE H AR KO R -
EENVERE) > BEE

Bh B
| EREE) | Bl
WE | EmEE CLINER

SMHEIMNE @ BEEPESE RS —ERsNER - A& el A L0RMEE -
B BRI BB g S A B B ASERE - 21T > SSElRVERBhE —(E £ -
SR EENEE DL H AR Ry 55 H 2 BlRg B R BB s ALt SR AR A
RO - AHERRERE - BBk ERE S E REE -

In terms of nature, international circumstances is a passive factor. It would not
actively lead to the economic recovery of Japan, such as the outbreak of both Korean
War and Vietnam War is not related to Japan. However, the assistance from US is an
active factor. US took her initiative to choose Japan as her military base during
Korean War and Vietnam War. As a result, this facilitated the export of Japan as well
as its economic recovery. Thus, the US assistance is more important than

international circumstances.
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In the occurrence of Berlin Crisis, the merging of US, Britain and France occupied
zones in Germany caused USSR in blocking Western Berlin. However, according to
the Potsdam Agreement, the US had the power to implement policies in her
jurisdiction. However, the USSR blocked West Berlin unreasonably and this was the

fuse leading to the Berlin Crisis. The relationship between them was tense.
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In the case of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Soviet Union's deployment of missiles in
Cuba coincided with the situation. As the United States had deployed missiles against
the Soviet Union in Italy and Turkey as early as 1959, so the Soviet Union’s
deployment as a rebel action was reasonable. However, when the Soviet Union set
up an anti-deployment missile in Cuba in 1962, the United States violated the
international law and sent reconnaissance aircraft to the Cuban airspace for detection.
Afterwards, it was entered into an alarm situation and the United States even blocked
Cuba, resulted the Crisis. Therefore, the United States only allowed herself to deploy
missiles but did not allow the Soviet Union to do so was unreasonable. Thus, the
importance of United States is greater in deteriorating the Cold War than the Soviet

Union.
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Regarding the navy expansion, there was a large-scale expansion of the German
navy, the naval expenditure soared from 1900.74 million pounds to 22.4 million for
3 times in 1914. Germany also vigorously built the dreadnought and built up to 22
dreadnoughts to fight with the British, resulting in deterioration of the relationship
between Britain and Germany. Their hostile relationship contributed to the outbreak
of the war. On the contrary, the scale of French navy expansion was smaller, their
naval expenditure only increased from 14.6 million to 18 million in 1914. The scale
of increase was significantly slower. By 1914, only dreadnoughts were built, thus its
negative impact towards international situation was smaller. Therefore, Germany’s

importance towards the outbreak of war is more serious than France.
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In terms of the scale of invasions, indeed, Italy started her aggression as early as in
the 1920s, including the invasions to Fiume and Albania. But there were no full scale
invasions launched and the scale of wars was rather small. However, the scale of
German invasions was huge. Some of the invasions even annexed the entire
countries, like that in Austria and Czechoslovakia. So, the threat created to the

circumstance was relatively great.
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In terms of the extent of damaging the collective security system, Germany created
a huge intensity of damage to the collective security system. She became
unscrupulous after Hitler’s rose of power in 1933 and refused to cooperate with the
international community. He quitted the League of Nations and the Geneva
Conference in 1933. Worse still, he initiated numerous invasions and challenged the
bottom line of the international community. Huge damage was done to the collective
security system. However, in comparison, Italy held a relatively conservative
attitude. She quitted the League of Nations (1937) only after the imposition of
sanction due to her invasion to Abyssinia. So, her damage to the collective security

system was relatively small.
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Regarding the efforts in supporting allies, Germany strongly supporting Austria-
Hungary in 1908 Bosnian Crisis made Austro-Hungarian fearless towards Russia and
Serbia. They were on the brink of war. On the contrary, France's efforts in supporting
its alliance was not as much as Germany, in the Bosnian Crisis she did not support
Russia. This helped restraining Russia, leading Russia compromised in the crisis
which brought an end of the crisis. Therefore, Germany's strong support for allies
had greater importance to the deterioration international relations during 1900-1913

than France.
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When mentioning the reactions of Britain and France, they just condemned the
invasion of Italy to Albania in 1939, and no military acts were carried out. But when

Germany assaulted Poland in 1939, they sent her an ultimatum, which eventually

sparked off the WW2.
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Regarding to the response of the superpowers, they were willing to bear the risk to
start a war because of the interest in Balkan. As the Balkans located in Europe, it
could affect the superpowers’ interest drastically. As a result, in the Sarajevo
Incident, countries like Germany, USSR and France were involved which led to the
outbreak of the world war. On the contrary, superpowers were not willing to risk for
colonies’ interest. It is because colonies were not in Europe so their values were lower
to the superpowers. Thus, in the previous conflicts they are more willing to
compromise like Germany compromised in the two Moroccan Crisis. It can show

that the importance is not as serious as Balkan Crisis.
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Regarding the aim, alliance system was initiated by German Prime Minister
Bismarck to prevent the revenge of France, with the aim to prevent war. Also, the
Triple Entente founded in the early 20th century aimed to counteract the Triple

Entente and protect Britain, France and Russia from the attack of the Triple Alliance.
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Regarding the aim, Britain and France suffered economic problems, political
instability and social turmoil in the 1930s. As using force against the aggressors
might trigger a war, they adopted the appeasement policy and wanted to satisfy the
ambition of aggressors by milder means so that invasion would be stopped or the
outbreak of war delayed. Thus, the aim of the policy was to keep peace and helped

delay but not expedite the war.
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In terms of its nature, the nature of nationalism is that a group of people who lives in
the same region with similar background hopes to establish its own country and
realize ethnic autonomy, thus not aggressive. But influenced by other factors
including armaments race and the desire for colonies, nationalism evolved into

extreme nationalism with aggressiveness.
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In terms of its nature, as it was stated as defensive military alliances in agreements,
signatories had to help their allies or adopt benevolent neutrality only when war broke
out. There were no articles about invasion or assisting invasion in covenants of
alliances, such as the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente. Therefore, without war

as the trigger, alliance system could not come into effect.
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During the SCAP period, the Japanese government took a passive role because all
major policies were decided by the SCAP including the 1947 Showa Constitution
and 1948 Nine Principles for Economic Stabilization. The Japanese government had
limited contribution and influence in this early stage. Thus, it failed to make much
contribution in the most difficult recovery period. Its contribution to economic

reconstruction in Japan should not be over-estimated.
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US is the initiator of arms race. Her threatening military development would lead to
negative arms race. For instance, the Strategic Defense Initiative in 1983 brought a
new level of arms race. This further worsened the situation of Cold War. It can show
that US did not attempt to bring an end to the Cold War but even worsened the

situation.
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The ethnic factor was not the first priority when powers considered giving assistance
to other countries. Austria-Hungary was a multi-ethnic country with similar
proportion of Germanic, Magyar and Slav people, each took up 1/3 of the population.
Germany assisted Austria-Hungary mainly because Austria-Hungary was the only
loyal ally but not due to ethnic consideration. Also, France and Britain had no ethnic
relation with Russia, thus the two helped Russia due to other factors but not ethnic

one.
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Although the US and USSR rose and became superpowers able to overpower the
others, expansion of forces did not necessarily cause friction between powers and
other countries. For example, European countries such as Britain and France
dominated the world development before the First World War but lapsed into
economic difficulties, which enabled the rise of the US, the economic centre of the
world. In the interwar period, although the US excelled Europe and became the world
economic centre and its expanding national power threatened the status of Europe,
there was no conflict between the US and European countries. Instead, European
countries took out a loan from the US after the First World War such as the Dawes
Plan (1924) and Young Plan (1929) and formed mutually-beneficial relationships.
Thus, the expansion of forces of the US and USSR was not aggressive or

antagonistic.

OKW.HO (HREE B ) 43

M"L

Ei[<xw.Ho [2] (@) [kwhohistory | 7 o IRECER{E -



HISTORY NG T E D

FRERIL © RIEFZE Negative Impact

FLE S HALE NS R FARER B
> RE
EemS5maE

HEPE | EEAEE B IRE H AR

H 1965 it » HAHIE 7 HREE 518 7% - REEE RS 5.9 [B3=TTHY
e - kef% > WREIRY 'S 2RI R > B A R ERYESE T  FY
IR AR Rt N R T 2 - By 1 THEEEE B 7 Rt o H S E SE B - 55
FeARAE 1980 A BHARE H AR EHGE L~ ¥ BRI SO BT 100%H 1
SMERAT - EEH AR HOBRIERD - Bof T AM B AL TS REANE -

Since 1965, Japan had reversed its trade deficit with the US and had a trade surplus
of US$590 million after war. Later, the trade gap became wider and Japan turned into
a major economic competitor of the US. This led to trade disputes between the two
countries. To reverse the trade deficit and prevent dumping of Japanese goods, the
US levied a 100% punitive tariff on semi-conductors, colour TVs and cars made in
Japan in the 1980s, which greatly reduced the export of Japan and became a factor

working against its economic development.
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The League used means like condemnation and economic sanctions to keep peace
and they were somehow useful; for instance, the condemnation of Italy in 1923 put
pressure on Italy to stop its bombardment of Corfu. These show that the League
helped solve regional conflicts in the 1920s and brought peace to Europe, delaying

the outbreak of the world war.
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Totalitarian development was slowed down in the mid-1920s with the improving
economy of Europe and countries' desire for peace. For instance, Mussolini stopped
adopting expansionist policies after turning Albania into Italy’s protectorate in 1927.
At the same time, the improvement of Germany’s economy caused a bottleneck on
the development of the Nazi Party. Moreover, Japan was started to be ruled by party
politics since the end of 1910s after Hara Kei became the first "commoner prime
minister" in 1918. The rise of democray led to the slowdown of militarism. Under
the situation which totalitarianism gradually declined, in which there were no
invasions in the late-1920s, the international conditions had improved. Hence, the

outbreak of WW2 was not inevitable.
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Military influence had been fading starting from the 1910s as exemplified by the
abolition of the Military Ministers to be Active-Duty Officers Law in 1913, which
made it then impossible for the military to stop cabinet formation by refusing to send
representative to fill the post of Army Minister. Meanwhile, a democratic atmosphere
was building up with the advent of two Constitution Protection Movements (1913 &
1924). This situation did not give military rule any advantage and its development

was therefore greatly restricted in the 1910s and 1920s.

OKW.HO (HREE B ) 47

M"L

Ei[<xw.Ho [2] (@) [kwhohistory | 7 o IRECER{E -



HISTORY NGB T T

EFERERT  IFEM: Time Limit

§

FLAE S K SR B R 3%
> EORRARR
EemS5maE

| SRR

ERIYE | MRS R A A R AT

S EIMETT S RSB KA R R Ay - A+ 2 AR T FAE R BONEE - 41
HEEGEE 1917 5 10 HEapgpar ; JAEITER BT 1922 £ ba -

540 > BISEENEY B AR AR R E R T - (HEE FHEEERCSEER
HA » 41 1927 EHAEH EZTREN (HEBERGHE) AR T H AR
SRS T B L oy B - SBREE ] E R EAE H AR —E/YEE ] -
It B R ER Ry R R IR T RESTEIRY LR IR RS R AR -
HUEURENS - HEMERRE -

Regarding the time limit, totalitarianism had already been spreading in Europe before
the Great Depression; for example, the Communist Russia was established after the
October Revolution in 1917 and Mussolini from the Fascist Party seized power in
1922. In Asia, militarism had also taken root in Japan that was seemingly still
democratic. As an example, the Outline of Policies toward China, the Prime
Minister’s report to the Emperor made in 1927, stated clearly that Japan needed to
separate Manchuria and Mongolia from China. The Outline shows that militarism
already had certain influence in Japan at that time. Thus, the Great Depression
intensified but not caused the aggression. It was just an indirect factor contributing

to WW2.
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Regarding the time limit, the influence of US mainly affected Japan right after the
Second World War. After the SCAP government left Japan in 1952, the influence of
US towards Japanese economy had reduced drastically. US could not directly affect
Japan’s economy anymore, thus US’ influence towards Japan’s economic

development should not be overestimated.
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Appeasement policy was just a foreign policy adopted by Britain and France to put
the ambitions under control. Though appeasement contributed to the outbreak of war,
it should not bear all the blame. At the time, the US and USSR were also world
powers —the US retained the greatest economic and military strength but adopted the
isolationist policy and weakened the sanctions on aggressors; the USSR grew strong
after economic reforms but signed the Nazi-Soviet Non-aggression Pact (1939) to
safeguard itself. They should not be absolved of all responsibility for the war. Thus,

it was unfair and biased to blame Britain and France only for adopting appeasement.
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Although arms race would provoke wars, it will be only a local scale one with the
involved countries rather than a world war. For instance, the arms race over
dreadnought between Britain and Germany only led to the war between themselves.
It can show that the importance of arms race leading to the world war should not be

overestimated.
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Britain and France would not tolerate aggression unconditionally, but react according
to the scale and threat of aggression. With regard to Germany, Britain and France
adopted appeasement on condition that a majority of Germanic people resided in the
place Germany annexed. Once Germany stepped beyond the limit, Britain and France
would abandon the policy and respond with military actions. When Germany first
annexed a place not populated by Germanic people (Czechoslovakia), Britain and
France were determined to stop the next German invasion by force. Thus, when
Germany launched a sudden attack on Poland in September 1939, they gave Germany
an ultimatum immediately and stop it using violence. Clearly, appeasement was not
unconditional: Britain and France would be tough on aggressors who exceeded the

limit.
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With respect to limitations of the military, military influence had been fading starting
from the 1910s as exemplified by the abolition of the Military Ministers to be Active-
Duty Officers Law in 1913, which made it then impossible for the military to stop
cabinet formation by refusing to send representative to fill the post of Army Minister.
Meanwhile, a democratic atmosphere was building up with the advent of two
Constitution Protection Movements(1913 & 1924). This situation did not give

military rule any advantage and its development was therefore greatly restricted in
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the 1910s and 1920s.Also, in terms of causality, it was the party politicians'
corruption that led to the assassinations by the military. The rampant corruption of
party politicians during their administration upset the military and prompted them to
set up extreme nationalist organizations, including the League of Blood and Cherry
Blossom Society, that put the blame on party politicians and advocated eradicating
them with violence. This eventually led to the May 15th Incident and rise of

militarism.
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In terms of causality, the rose and expansion of totalitarianism was a result of the
effects brought by the Great Depression. Before the Great Depression, totalitarianism
once slowed down. For instance, Mussolini stopped the aggression after turning
Albania into his protectorate in 1926; Hitler seizure of power was hindered as the
economy of Germany started to improve. However, due to the occurrence of the
Great Depression, the poor economy prompted the rise of totalitarianism in Germany
and Japan. At the same time, Italy used expansion as a way to solve the internal
economic problem. These eventually severely destroyed the collective security

system.
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