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2017 DBQ Question 1: Hong Kong

Marks : 11/12

1ai) Quote one concern of Hong Kong people towards Hong Kong’s future

Hong Kong people feared that the future of Hong Kong would be intervened by China,

in which Hong Kong could not maintain its status as a British colony.

From Source A, over 70% of the respondents preferred that Hong Kong could maintain
its status quo as a British colony. This implies that Hong Kong people feared the

handover of Hong Kong to China, which would diminish its role as a British colony.

On the other hand, those who preferred to be taken back by China under Chinese
administration in the survey only accumulated 4%. This shows that Hong Kong people,

in general, were reluctant towards the Chinese rule.
Mark: 3/3
1aii) Was the above concern still existed in 1990

The anxiety still existed in 1990.

From Source B, Sam Hui regarded Hong Kong’s future as “difficulties and challenges”.
This implied that the future of Hong Kong was hard and tough in which the fear of

Chinese rule still existed.

Moreover, the lyrics also described the current situation as “darkness”. This shows that
Hong Kong people were still pessimistic about their future and the anxiety still in
existed in 1990.
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1b) Does the future problem of Hong Kong raise the political consciousness of

Hong Kong people

| agree that the question of Hong Kong enhanced Hong Kong people’s political

awareness.

Firstly, Source A shows that a pressure group has conducted a survey over the question
of Hong Kong'’s future. This implies that a group of people by the 1980s have made

concerns over the future of Hong Kong, leading to a high political awareness.

Furthermore, Source A pointed out that only 9% in the survey replied “don’t
know” towards their future of Hong Kong; on the other hand, a large majority of
respondents either chose “to maintain Hong Kong'’s status quo_as a British colony” or
“to become a trust territory”. This reflected that Hong Kong people had determined

thoughts about the handover in general, hinting their increase in political awareness.

In Source B, the lyrics of Sam Hui are talking about the future of Hong Kong. Words like
“stay on this boat”, “overcome darkness” are used to describe the current political
situation of Hong Kong. This implies that the majority of the public, even the singers,
hold concerns over the future of Hong Kong. This illustrates the increase in political

awareness.

From my own knowledge, Hong Kong’s handover to China sparked citizens’ political
awareness. For instance, the middle class formed political parties such as the Meeting
Point (1993), the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment of Hong Kong (1992). Both
pro-establishment and democratic unions aimed at securing seats at the Legislative

and District Councils which demonstrated their high political awareness.

Furthermore, Hong Kong people were also engaged in the drafting of the Basic Law.
For example, barristers such as Hu Han-tsing and Mok Shu-luen engaged in the drafting
of the Basic Law. The locals in the Drafting Committee dominated more than half of
the total number of members. This implies that they have a sense of political efficacy

over Hong Kong affairs, hinting their increase in political awareness.

In addition, in view of the June Fourth Tiananmen Square Crackdown in 1989, Hong
Kong people gathered in the Victoria Park as a protest towards the Central
Government in slaughtering the students. They also expressed their views over the

implementation of democracy locally. This shows that the concern over their future
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make them more concerned about their own political interests, leading to an increase

in political awareness.

Apart from that, Hong Kong’s Legislative Council also exemplified this point. In the
1995 Legislative Council Election in which all seats are directly elected, all the 60
members in the Council was local Chinese. This reflected the high voting rate

compared to the past, reflecting the increase in political awareness.
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2017 DBQ Question 2: China

Marks : 12/13

2a) Cite one clue from the source to
discuss the author’s attitude towards United States
The author held a positive, complimentary, grateful, appreciative attitude towards the
USA.

From Source C, the author of the party newspaper described the USA as a “pioneer
model of democratic politics” and that they year from the West. This shows that the

Chinese learnt about the democracy from the USA thus held an appreciative attitude

to them.

2b) Assume that you are a Chinese scholar,
will you support the communist party

If | were a Chinese intellectual in 1945, | would support the CCP.

Firstly, Mao promised to completely eliminate the Japanese aggressors. From Source
D, Mao claimed that “national unity would be restored and defeat the Japanese
aggressors”. As China has been facing external aggressions from Japan, I would support
the CCP so as to restore national autonomy.

Furthermore, Mao promised to “establish a democratic coalition government”. “One-
party dictatorship would be abolished”. As an intellectual, China witnessed the
dictatorship of the Kuo Mintang, thus | would be eager to overthrow this circumstance

via supporting Mao.
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2c) Does the gain of power of the Chinese Communist Party in 1949 lead to a

transformation to the Chinese leading principle

To a large extent, the CCP guiding principle demonstrated drastic changes.

True some of the principles still maintained.

According to Source D, one of the principles of CCP was to “completely eliminate

Japanese aggressors”. This implied that the CCP held a hostile attitude to Japan.

From my own knowledge, this guiding principle still maintained. Since the foundation
of People’s Republic of China, Mao held a hostile attitude towards Japanese aggressors
and the traitors of China. CCP implemented a national purge of this people and
maintained a hostile attitude to Japan till the mid-1970s. This shows that this had little
change before coming to power.

Nonetheless, other principles experienced drastic changes.

Firstly, in Source C, the writer of the party newspaper complimented the “democratic
politics of the USA”, stating it was “a tie that bonds to great nations together”. As the
party newspaper represented the state, this implied that before the rise of CCP, the
CCP held a friendly attitude towards the US.

However, from my own knowledge, this no longer existed after the foundation of PRC.
The CCP leaned towards the Soviet Union upon its foundation, which was exemplified
by the declaration of the foundation of a socialist state in 1949. This mad the relations
with the US turned poor.

In addition, the CCP’s acts were not in line with the democracy ideology of the US in
Source C. From my own knowledge, the CCP supported North Korea in the Korean War
(1950-1953), which is a communist totalitarian state as opposed to the US supporting
a South Korea of democracy. This shows a drastic change.

In Source D, Mao claimed that “a democratic coalition government” was to be formed

and that “one-party dictatorship” was abolished.

From my own knowledge, this principle has demonstrated drastic changes. The CCP

adopted one-party dictatorship upon the foundation of the PRC. No other parties
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other than the CCP were allowed. The communists undergone party purges in the early
years of its rule, defining the KMT members as “off-roaders of communism” and
“capitalists”. KMT had to retreat to Taiwan since then. The democratic coalition

government principle no longer existed. This was a drastic change.

Thirdly, the principle of CCP ensuring “people’s freedom” experienced drastic changes.
Mao promised that “people’s freedom” is ensured and that “a government will be truly
elected by the people” and a “national assembly that is elected by the people”. This

implies that democracy shall be achieved and a representative government is formed.

From my own knowledge, this principle changed a lot. In fact, no elections were held
upon the foundation of the PRC. True, there were minor elections such as the election
of members of the National People’s Congress members, but the scale was small. Thus,
no democratic elements existed. Hence, in this sense, the CCP demonstrated drastic

changes after coming to power.
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2017 DBQ Question 3: Two World Wars

Marks : 12/13

3a) What is the major message of the cartoon
The main message of the cartoon was to vilify France’s attitude before and after the

war so as to condemn her acts of being an irresponsible world power.

Firstly, in terms of textual elements, the cartoon is entitled “Then and Now”. This

implies that the stance of France has changed drastically under this sense.

From the cartoon, France during the war declared that the war is “our affair” and
invited powers like England, Italy and the USA to engage in the war, as shown in the

man representing France waving to the soldiers.

However, after the war, the French man closed the door representing “peace” and
rejected the “suggestions”, “ideas” and “hints” from the powers that engaged in the
war. The man claimed that it was “my affair” after the war, which is aimed at

condemning her lack of responsibility on the issue of peace after the war.

3b) What is the one misunderstanding that the public held towards the impact of

the First World War to the women status

One of the general misunderstandings about women’s status was that it had a rise
after the War.

From Source F, despite the recognition of women’s status after the war, the Source
states that “women’s status at home and in the work place was little change”. This
shows that the society after the War was also male-dominated. Thus, the status of
women after the war did not rise significantly.

Furthermore, the Source also pointed out that “countries like France and Italy only
extended franchise of women only in 1944 and 1946”. This shows that the rise in

women status was a misconception as it occurred long after the First World War.
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3c) Does the First World War improve Europe

To a small extent, the First World War brought a better Europe.

Source E demonstrates the passive attitude after the war of France as shown in the
cartoon where the French man was discontented in other powers intervening in his
own peace. This shows that the First World War did not link up the powers in Europe

rather led to dispersion. Thus, it did not lead to a better Europe.

Source F points that the status of women did not change after the war. The Source
exemplifies by stating that “women was largely discriminated against in the labour
market”. This shows that women’s status still remained low after the War which did

not bring a better Europe.

From my own knowledge, the disagreements of post-war settlements prompted the
rise of Fascism. As Italy was discontented with its share of land, only gaining Tyrol and
Istria rather than Fiume and Dalmatia, this prompted the rise of Mussolini who
initiated acts of aggressions during the inter-war period such as the bombarding of the
Corfu Island in 1923 and turning Albania into a protectorate in 1926. This did not bring

a better Europe.

Furthermore, the First World War led to an isolationist policy implemented by
European countries. For example, Britain was hesitant in joining regional affairs due to
massive destruction and return to her splendid isolationist policy before the War. This
led to a lack of powers in maintaining peace in Europe. Thus, did not bring a better

Europe.

Economic-wise, the First World War led to serious destruction in Europe. For example,
after the war, the industrial production was only one-third of that before the War. It

did not bring a better Europe due to poor livelihood of people.
However, there are also aspects that the War brought a better Europe.
Firstly, the War led to the formation of the League of Nations. After the War, the

League was established, which moderated the disputes amongst countries, such as the
conflict on Aran Islands in 1922. Thus, this led to stability, bringing better Europe.
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Also, the First World War also facilitated the formation of peace treaties. Under the
influence of the League, the Locarno Treaties and the Kellogg-Briand Treaties were
signed, bring peace to Europe in 1920s.
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2017 DBQ Question 4: European Economic Integration

Marks : 10/12

4a) Point out one supporting argument that Gaulle turned down Britain

Charles de Gaulle rejected Britain’s application based on the pretext that the joining

of Britain would lead to American intervention and over-dependence on the US.

From Source G, Charles de Gaulle in 1963 mentioned that the entry of Britain would
lead to “problems with other countries” with the “United States”. Moreover he also
pointed that it would lead to “a colonial Atlantic community under American
dependence and direction”. Thus, Gaulle feared that the British entry would lead to

American’s intervention in European affairs.

From Source G, in 1967, de Gaulle also claimed that the “special relations that link the
British with America” would lead to the “policy of forming a truly European Union
undoubtedly occur”. This implies that de Gaulle rejected Britain’s entry also based on

American intervention fear.

4b) What is the meaning of “trifling condition”

The “trifling condition” in Source H would be abolishment of the national sovereignty
rights and autonomy of Britain upon the entrance of the EEC.

From Source H, the cartoonist depicted the entry of Britain to the common market as
a form of removal as shown in the cartoon whereas Britain had to give up its

sovereignty rights and autonomy so as to enter the Common Market.

In addition, on the left of the cartoon, the guard ripped off the British flag on the post
but placed a French flag. This shows that British rights as an independent nation would

be diminished under the joining of the European Economic Community.
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4c) What are the factors that undermining the economic cooperation

during 1950-1970
There are factors hindering economic cooperation in Europe in 1950s to 1970s.

Source G shows the concern of American influence is the first factor. From de Gaulle’s
speech, he mentioned that the joining of Britain, given the close linkages with the
United States would lead to “American dependence and direction”. This shows that

the American influence is the first factor.

Source G also pointed out that the interests amongst countries is another factor. The
speech showed that “the entry of Great Britain would completely change the whole of
actions, agreements and rules which have already been established between the Six”.

Thus, the concern for the own interests is also a factor affecting economic integration.

Source H points out that national interests is also another factor. As the entrance of
Britain to the Common Market would lead to the damage of sovereignty as shown in
the removal of the British flag in the cartoon. Thus, Britain feared to enter the Common
Market because of that.

From my own knowledge, ideological differences were also a factor. Due to ideological
differences in East and West Europe, one communism and one capitalism, countries
could not cooperate under this sense, forming separate organisations such as
COMECON (1949), the OEEC and the EC.

In addition, national interests also affected Europe. Britain formed EFTA in 1960 as she
wanted to maintain her territorial sovereignty and did not want to damage her
economy.
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2017 Essay Question 4: World War Il

Mark:13/15

‘The Great Depression was a more important factor than the Paris Peace

Conference in causing the Second World War” Comment on the validity of this

statement with reference to Europe’s development in the period 1919-39.

The Second World War broke out due to a number of reasons, namely the rise of
Fascist states, the failure of collective security and the adoption of the appeasement
policy by Western powers. | agree that by comparison, the Great Depression was a
more important factor than the Paris Peace Settlements (1919-1923) in causing the
Second World War.

Firstly, in terms of the rise of Fascist states, the Great Depression was more important
than the Paris Peace Conference in leading to the rise. Both the Great Depression and
Paris Peace Conference led to the War. In terms of the Paris Peace Conference, the
harsh treaties set up by the victorious powers led to the discontent of Germany. As a
defeated country, Germany had to sign a war-guilt clause and compensated 606 billion
pounds. In addition, she had to disarm and limited her army to 100 000 men and cede
all colonies acquired before the War. The harsh treaty prompted the rise of Nazism in
which gained support by overthrowing the Treaty of Versailles, thus leading to the
collapse of the Weimar government. The aggressions upon her rise of Nazism
inevitably broke the war. For Italy, despite her role as a victorious power, she could not
gain Fiume and Dalmatia but only got Tyrol and Istria. This formed internal discontent.
In view of this Benito Mussolini rose to power and formed a Fascist government. The
Fascists instigated aggressions during the inter-war period which led to the outbreak
of a hot war. On the other hand, the Great Depression led to the Second World War.
The Great Depression in 1929 caused disastrous impacts to the global community. For
example, there were 6 million people unemployed in Germany. Worse still, the US
withdrew the loans from the Dawes Plan which led to poor livelihood in Germany thus
prompting the rise of Nazism, with Hitler taking power in 1933. Thus, the Great

Depression also led to the rise of Fascist states.
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By comparison, the Great Depression was more important in leading to the outbreak
of the War. Firstly, for chronological order, the Great Depression was justifiable in
explaining the reis of Nazism in Germany. Only did the Nazis rise in 1933 and the
defects of the Treaty of Versailles that was signed in 1919 was insufficient of explaining
its rise. Rather it was the disastrous effects of the Great Depression that directly
facilitated the rise of Hitler. For example, Hitler, in view of the large unemployment,
guaranteed to provide jobs to the unemployed and re-thrive Germany’s economy. This
led to his surge in support in the 1930s. In addition, in terms of instigating aggression,
it was also because of the lack of markets caused by Germany under the Great
Depression which prompted its expansion to other states, such has the invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1938, gradually leading to the outbreak of the Second World War.
Therefore, in terms of the rise of Fascist states, the Great Depression was more

important.

Secondly, in terms of the failure of collective security, the Great Depression was more
important than the Paris Peace Settlements. Under the 14 Points proposed by
American President Woodrow Wilson in the Paris Peace Settlements, there will be a
formation of a League of Nations so as to maintain peace. However, the League itself
had various limitations, for example, it did not have sufficient members making its
sanctions ineffective. For example, only 3 countries imposed economic sanctions on
Italy upon its aggression of Abyssinia in 1935. On the other hand, the Great Depression
also led to the failure of collective security. Due to the poor economic conditions under
the Great Depression, traditional powers Britain and France, who already took the sole
responsibility in maintaining peace in Europe, did not have the ability to maintain
world peace due to internal economies. Thus, they did not engage in the collective
security which led to the rise of the aggressive acts of totalitarian states unchecked
and unbalanced, damaging the collective security system thus leading to the World
War.

By comparison, the Great Depression was more important in explaining the failure of
collective security. The Paris Peace Conference had limitations in leading to the failure
of collective security. For example, despite its defects, the League of Nations was able
to mediate conflicts in the 1920s, such as the disputes between the Aran Islands and
stopped the bombardment of Corfu Island of Italy in 1923. This fostered the
“honeymoon period” of Europe in the 1920s. Rather, on the contrary, it was the Great
Depression which stopped the “honeymoon period” in which gradually led to the
failure of collective security and the outbreak of WWII. In fact, the powers made efforts

in collective security in the 1920s, for example, the French initiated the signing of
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Kellogg-Briand Pact whilst the British was the guarantee state of the Locarno Treaties.
Peace could be achieved in that period. After the great depression, the powers seldom
intervened in the collective security and returned their isolationist policy. This led to
the failure of collective security gradually. Thus, in terms of causality, the Great

Depression was a more important factor.

Thirdly, in terms of the adoption of the appeasement policy, the Great Depression was
more important than the Paris Peace Settlements. True, the Paris Peace Settlements
made Britain adopt the appeasement policy as the harsh Treaty of Versailles made
Britain show sympathy to Germany thus allowed her re-conscription and militarise. In
addition, also based on the mentality, the British allowed the implementation of the
Anschluss in 1938 as she thought that it was only acts of national self-determination.
Under the appeasement policy, Britain toleration of the aggression prompted
Germany’s ambition, thus leading to the outbreak of the World War. On the other hand,
the Great Depression led to the poor economic situation in Britain and France. For
example, the industrial production was only one-third of that before the Great
Depression. This prompted them to undergo appeasement attempts such as ceding
the Sudetenland to Germany 1938 under the Munich Conference. This led to increase
in German ambition thus led to WWII.

By comparison, the Great depression was a more important factor leading to the
World War. In fact, the British and the French originally did not want to see Germany
re-militarise, especially France in which embedded a sense of Revanchism and that
Germany was France’s neighouring country. However, it was the effects of the Great
Depression that led to the appeasement policy. As the two powers believed that they
would face resistance internally due to poor conditions of their economy, they resulted
in the adoption of the appeasement policy. Therefore, the great Depression was a
more important factor than the empathetic mentality that the British held due to the

Paris Peace Settlements.
By comparison, the Great Depression was a more important factor in the rise of Fascist
states, failure of collective security and the adoption of appeasement policy and hence

leading to WWII.

Words: 1156
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2017 Essay Question 5: Cold War

Mark:8/15

In what ways did the USSR affect the development of the Cold War? Explain your

answer with reference to the period 1946-91.

The Cold War was a mutual hostility between the US-led capitalist bloc and the USSR-
led communist bloc. This USSR affected the development of the Cold War in political,

economic and military aspects.

Firstly, politically, the USSR shaped continual hostility between the two blocs and
intensified the crisis. The USSR as the leader of the communist bloc, responded
actively in the continuous hostility with the United States. For example, the USSR set
up the Warsaw Pact in 1955 upon the joining of West Germany to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation. This formed the hostility between the capitalist and communist
blocs. In addition, the USSR intensified crisis, which pushed the Cold War on the verge
of the outbreak of a hot war. For example, the USSR implemented a full blockade of
berlin in response to the unification of the occupied zones by the Western countries.
This was known as the Berlin Crisis. In addition, he USSR also built the Berlin Wall in
1961 which hindered the communication between East and West Berlin, leading to the
intensification of the Cold War. Apart from that, the tough attitude demonstrated by
the USSR in the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 made the two powers on the verge of the
outbreak of a nuclear war. This showed that the USSR intensified situations in the Cold
War.

From an economic perspective, the USSR shaped the counterbalance of the two
opposing economies. The USSR held tight control over the Eastern European satellite
states such as Bulgaria, Poland and restricted them from joining the US-led Marshall
Plan in 1948. Rather, the USSR, in response to the Marshall Plan, implemented the
Molotov Plan in the same year, offering loans of 0.6 billion to its satellite sites. In
addition, the COMECON was established in 1949 so as to intensify their economic
cooperation amongst states like Turkey. There as an allocation of duties. For example,
Hungary was regarded as the “grainery of Eastern Europe”. Thus, the attempts of the
USSR shaped the counterbalance of the economies in the Eastern and Western Europe,
thus affecting the development in the Cold War.
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Military-wise, the USSR intervened in a number of internal civil wars which intensified
the Cold War circumstance, worsening the development of the situation. For example,
the USSR intervened in a number of civil wars, like the Korean War (190-1953) which
supported the Northern communist regime opposing the United States’ South Korea.
This was also exemplified in the Vietham War in 1961-1975 with direct confrontation
between the two blocs. This was also evident by the exert of influence of the USSR in
the Afghanistan War in 1979. This intensified the relations of the two powers in the
Cold war, worsening the situation. Apart from that, the USSR actively developed
armaments which led to the degradation of the relations amongst the powers during
the period. Upon the construction of a nuclear weapon in 1949, this led to the vicious
armament race undergone by the US and USSR. The US responded by developing the
hydrogen bomb in 1952, and the artificial satellites and the Strategic Defence Initiative
in 1983. This led to the poor relations in the Cold War.

However, the USSR also improved the relations in the two blocs, affecting the

development of the War.

Politically, the rise of Gorbachev shortened the hostility between the two blocs,
making the Cold War end earlier. For example, Gorbachev established good relations
with capitalist bloc countries like Britain and US, as exemplified by the exchange of
visits in 1985. Also, Gorbachev also promised disarmaments by retreating forces in
Afghanistan in 1988. In the Malta Summit in 1989, he also advocated to “dump the
Cold War into the Mediterranean Sea”. Thus, it is evident that Gorbachev improved

the tense situation in the Cold War during the period.

Words: 629
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2019 DBQ Question 1: Hong Kong & China

‘Marks : 15/15

1a) According to the tone of the Source, which extract was more anti-Japanese?

(3 marks)

Extract 1 was more anti Japanese.

From Source A, Extract 1 claimed that Japan has been ‘bullying’ China and they want
to send Japanese people ‘into poverty’, while putting Japan to death. This shows

Extract 1’s strong hatred for Japan.

From Source A, extract 2 only that they will not ‘sell Japanese goods from 23 April
onwards’, and is determined to ‘abandon business with Japanese.” This shows

Sincere Company is abandoning Japanese goods for patriotic cause.

In comparison, Extract 2 was only stating facts to ‘abandon’ Japanese business, while

Extract 1 shows strong hatred and is more subjective, hence it is more anti Japanese.

1b) Infer two characteristics of the reaction of Chinese merchants in Hong Kong

towards the May Fourth Movement. (4 marks)

They are both considerate and anti-Japanese.

As for being considerate, Chinese businessman from Source B said ‘it would be unwise
to take any actions such as an organized boycott’ as it would put Britain in an awkward
diplomatic position. This shows they are considerate and have thought of the position
of he British.

From Source B, there was ‘not a single bidder present’, for the wreck of a Japanese
Steam ship’. ‘Anti Japanese boycott was in full swing’. This shows the merchants are

anti-Japanese as they boycotted their goods.

From Source B, ‘no Japanese material of any description’ is used in the contracts of
Chinese merchants, showing that the merchants were anti-Japanese and boycotted

use Japan raw materials.
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1c) Did mainland Chinese and Hong Kong Chinese people share similar views on

major events happening in China? [S+K](8 marks)

| agree.

This was the case from the source.

From Source A, the Extract 1 pleaded for people to ‘refuse to buy and use Japanese
goods’ to protect Qingdao. This shows that the Chinese in China wanted to boycott

goods from Japan to protect national sovereignty in the May 4" movement.

From Source B, there was no ‘single bidder present’ for the sale of Japanese ship
wreckage. This shows Chinese in HK showed the similar view of boycotting Japanese

goods in Mainland China. In the May 4" movement.

From Source A, the ‘Sincere Company’ in Shanghai would ‘not sell Japanese good’ from
April 23 onwards. They want to show determination for patriotism. This shows that

Mainland didn’t want to sell Japanese good in the May 4" Movement.

From Source B, a ‘prominent Chinese businessman’ stated ‘HK Chinese’ had ‘exclude
the sale of Japanese good’. HK Chinese shared the view of Mainland Chinese, refusing

to sell Japanese goods.

From Source A, the Extract 2 said it wants ‘show determination to abandon business
with Japanese’, it desired to stop using Japanese goods and materials and stop

business with them.

From Source B, ‘no Japanese material’ is used by Chinese contracts in HK. They shared
similar view with Mainland Chinese and stopped using Japanese materials, halting
business with them.

This was same form my own knowledge.

From my own knowledge, Chinese people started the 1911 Revolution in Mainland
China to overthrow the Qing Dynasty, they wanted to remove the Dynasty for the

better good of China.

From my own knowledge, many prominent Chinese businessman in HK donated to
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them and support the 191 Revolution efforts through financial means. This showed
they shared the similar view as HK supported the 1911 Revolution efforts through
financial means. This showed they shared the similar view as HK supported the 1911

Revolution and want to overthrow Qing.

From my own knowledge, the Cultural Revolution in 1966 started to overthrow
‘Capitalists’ and ‘Reactionaries’. Chinese wanted to overthrow the capitalist classes in
the 60s.

From my own knowledge, the 1967 riots was motivated by the 1966 Cultural
Revolution and the rioters wanted to overthrow UK government, calling them

‘Capitalists’. They shared the similar view and wanted to overthrow capitalist regimes.

In comparison, both from sources and my own knowledge, the two groups have similar
views, hence | agree.
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2019 DBQ Question 2: Japan

Marks : 12/15

2a) Identify one problem that hindered Japan’s development. (3 marks)

The problem was the wrong mentality of the Japanese.

From Source C, the author criticized that people cannot ‘merely stick to the mentality
of reviving the old Japan’, and people spoke with the tone of ‘Seikanron’. This shows
many Japanese still had wrong mentality about the development of Japan, hindering
it.

From Source C, Japanese often depict themselves as ‘third or fourth rate nation’ to
belittle themselves. The Japanese had the wrong mentality to belittle their own nation
hindering development.

2b) Would the author of Source C have supported the hosting of the Olympic

Games in Japan like the author of Source D did? (4 marks)

He would have.

From Source D, the Olympic games of 1964 were the ‘first’ to be ‘held in Asia’. While
on Source C, the author said farewell to ‘ancient illusory dreams’ the 1964 games
would mark a new page in Japan’s history and this matchers the author’s desire to
abandon ‘old illusions’.

From Source D, ‘citizens of Tokyo’ would ‘enjoy living in a more attractive and efficient
city.” After the games, while in source C, the author called for people to ‘grasp the new
ideals of human well-being.” The games would improve well-being and matches
author’s ideals.

OKW.HO — (& HE) REEHE  BERAREEAR | 109

SIS

EiKW.Fo 9] (@)[kwhohistory [ s RTINS ENERR > SBEEHRELIRTIRI T -



KWH®

HISTORXN G T a T

2c) Was the domestic factor the main factor that contributed to Japan’s

economic miracle? [S+K](8 marks)

It was most important.

From Source C, the author called for the people to not ‘stick to the mentality of reviving
the old Japan’, this shows that the domestic factor of the desire to shape a new Japan

would benefit in bringing the economic miracle.

From Source C, the author called for people the accept the ‘new ideals for human well
being’ and to follow those like ‘3 Northern European countries’. The domestic factor
promoted Japanese economy to improve the standards and contributed the economic

miracle.

From Source D, the Japanese hosting of the 1964 Olympic games expenditure exceed
‘3 billion US Dollars’, while the ‘Municipality’ is ‘advanced” and the there are new
hotels and buildings. The domestic desire to apply for the 1964 Olympic had promoted

the development of infrastructures promoting economic growth.

From Source D, the Japanese wanted to host the Olympics ‘as the same reason as the
bomb shattered London after the from World War” Domestic desire to apply for

hosting Olympics contributed to reconstruction of Japan after WW2.

From my own knowledge the domestic factor of MITI contributed to the economic
miracle of Japan. Their efforts made the Jinmu Boom, Iwato Boom and Izanagi Boom

from 50s to 60s possible.

From my own knowledge, the domestic factor laid down the foundation of economic
miracle of Japan. The ‘5 year plan to economic independence’ drafted by the Japanese
in the 50s laid the foundations to economic miracle afterwards.

The efforts of the Japanese gov’t was also important. It urged firms to develop new
power sources after the 1973 Qil Crisis. This made Japan less dependent on oil and
boosted economic growth.

There were other factors but not as important.

From Source B, the external factor of the Olympics boosted Japan’s economy as there
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are large expenditure of ‘3 billion USD’, government expenditure prompts economic

growth.

However domestic factor was more important, from Source D, in terms of causality it
was Japanese themselves who applied for the hosting of 1964 Olympics, competing

with ‘seventeen submitting invitations’. Domestic factor was more important.

From my own knowledge the US factor was also important. For example, the SCAP
implemented Land reform and the ‘Fair Trade Commission’ and ‘Anti Monopoly Act’.

This gave Japan a favorable business environment.
However domestic factor was more important. In terms of limitation, the SCAP already
left Japan in 1953, it couldn’t contribute as much as the domestic gov’t of JP, in terms

of time limit.

Therefore domestic factors were most important.

OKW.HO — (54 @ [H25E) REEENE - BERAREEAR | 14

EiKW.Fo 9] (@)[kwhohistory [ s RTINS ENERR > SBEEHRELIRTIRI T -



KWH®

HISTORXN G T a T

2019 DBQ Question 3: Cold War|

‘Marks : 13/15

3a) What view did the cartoonist hold towards the USA?(3 marks)
His view was that the US have double standards with missile deployments.

From Source E, US already have ‘bases in Turkey’ and ‘Persia’, the rockets and missiles
were at the doorstep on the Castle of Khrushchev. This showed the US already placed
missiles near USSR.

From source E, there are only 2 missiles in front of the White House by USSR, less than
US’s 4 missile near Khrushchev while JFK yelled that it is ‘intolerable having your
rockets on my doorstep’, this shows that Kennedy didn’t address US rockets near USSR

while criticizing them, the cartoonist thought US have double standards.

3b) How did participating in foreign wars affect the USA’s budget? (4 marks)

It caused a deficit and affected it negatively, causing burdens.

The period of 1950-1952 and 1953-1955 the budget deficit is -1275.3 and -5060.3
Million dollars. The growing deficit shows a negative impact due to Korean War.

From Source F, National defense took up only 17 % of expenditure before WW2, while
it grew to 44.2% in '68-70. This shows the burden is growing due to the intervention

in Korean and Vietnam War.

From Source B, federal debt grew from 253930 million USD to 371791.7 from 1947-
1970. This shows foreign wars caused growing debt, causing burdens.

Moreover, in Source F, from 1959-1961 to 1968-1970, deficit grew from -4241.7 to -
12314.3 USD Million. Foreign intervention caused growing deficit.
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3c) Why was there détente between the USA and the USSR from the late 1960s

to the late 1970s? [S+K](8 marks)

There are many factors that caused it.

From Source E, JFK criticized Khrushchev of putting ‘Rockets on doorstep’. Conflicts
between two nuclear superpowers would cause the end of the world, so they relaxed
tensions in the Détente.

From Source F, the growing deficit of budget might have caused Détente, deficit was -
12314.3 Million USD in 1968-70. This shows the US might have relaxed its arms race
with the USSR due to the deficit.

From Source F, growing debt might have also caused détente. From Source F, US debt
grew from 253930 Million to 371791.7 from 1947 to 1970. The increasing burden of

debt might have caused the US to relax the expensive arms race.

From Source A, growing national defense expenditure also caused Détente. The US
national defense grew from 11687.7 Million to 82038.3 from 1947 to 1970. The
growing burden might be a cause for détente as Us wants to relieve its financial

pressure through relaxing arms race.

From my own knowledge, the lessons of the Cuban missile crisis brought Détente. The
1962 crisis brought the world very close to nuclear apocalypse, the US and USSR wants
to disarm and relieve such gloomy atmosphere. Hence, the NPT was signed in the 60s,

promising the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Lessons from Vietham also caused the US to relax with the USSR. The Vietnam War
was extremely devastating for the US morale, the people were anti-war. The US thus
decided to relax tensions with USSR.

From my own knowledge, the USSR had heavy financial expenditure due to the space
race. Even though they launched the first satellite in 1957, they had heavy financial
burden on space technologies, and desired to relax the tensions with US to relieve that

financial pressure.
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2019 DBQ Question 4: Two World Wars

Marks : 14/15

4a) What was the main message the cartoonist intended to convey?(3 marks)

The main message was that Germany was unable to satisfy the demands of France &

Britain while being threatened.

From Source G, the ‘German offer’ egg is much smaller than the one ‘Model of Golden
Egg desired; held by Britain. This shows that Germany was unable to satisfy French and
UK’s demands.

From Source G, France is holding axe, while the ‘Germany’ goose is crying. Germany is

afraid of France’s axe and is threatened by them, while unable to match demands.

4b) In terms of executing the Treaty of Versailles, what was Clemenceau’s

attitude towards the French government? (4 marks)

His attitude was negative, disapproval, discontent and critical.

In terms of language, Clemenceau criticized the French gov’t’s policy as ‘policy of
incoherency’, meaning that the French gov’t is carrying out poor policies with
Versailles, showing his discontent in Source H.

Also, Clemenceau criticized that the ‘Burden of Defeat’ would eventually be
transferred from Germany to France. This means that France is likely become loser

despite its victory in WW1, showing Clemenceau’s disapproval in Source H.

In terms if arguments, Germany’s reparations dwindled from ‘136 Billion” in 1921 to
22 in 1929 in Source H. This shows French gov’t reduced the reparations paid by

Germany and was critical of it.

Also, Clemenceau thought the French gov’t doesn’t become ‘uneasy’ about the
situation. He thought the French government was naive for allowing Germany to pay

less, showing his critical attitude.
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4c) Did the Treaty of Versailles have diminishing importance in terms of affecting

Europe’s international relations in the 1920s?[S+K](8 77')

| agree.

This was true in the sources.

From Source G, in 1921, the Britain and France demanded a lot from Germany. ‘The

Versailles’ reparations was an important demand for Britain and France.

However from Source H, the reparations dwindled from ‘136 Billion’ in 1921 to ‘22

Billion’ in 1929. The war reparations in Versailles had less importance in late 20s.

Moreover, Germany ‘requested and demanded’ to have its burdens lightened in the
late 20s in Source H. Despite Germany’s defeat as signified in the Treaty of Versailles,
it was able to make more and more demands and rights, showing decreasing

significance of Versailles.

This was also true from my own knowledge.

From my own knowledge, the Treaty of Versailles was important in early 20s. The
French and Belgium forces occupied the German Ruhr after it failed to pay reparations.
The Versailles reparations was important in shaping such outcome in international

relations.

However, its significance started to decrease in mid-20s. The Locarno Treaties were
signed in 1925. They replaced the Versailles as a factor determining Germany’s

relations with Belgium and France.

It continued to have decreasing importance. In 1926, despite the war guilt clause in
Versailles, Germany was accepted into the League of Nations end enjoyed a

permanent member status, showing the decreasing significance of Versailles.
In 1928, the Kellogg-Briand Pact was signed, and it denounced was as an instrument
of national policy. The role of safe guarding peace in European relations was taken over

by the Kellogg-Briand Pact. This shows Versailles had decreasing significance.

Moreover, in 1929, the Great Depression caused the economies of Europe to crash, it
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became the main economic burden to countries, affecting all of European nations and

their relations. Versailles was only affecting Germany’s economy.
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2019 Essay Question 1:Hong Kong

Mark: 17/25

o what extent did Hong Kong undergo transformation in terms of socio-

economic and political development in the period 1967-97?

To a large extent | agree that Hong Kong undergo transformation, Hong Kong
underwent transformation in the political aspect of representative gov’t and Chinese
participation in politics, in the socio-economic aspect, welfare underwent a

transformation, as well as economic characteristic.

In terms of representative gov’t, around the 60s to 70s, there wasn’t much electoral
elements in the government. The Urban Council was the only institution with electoral
elements. Representativeness was limited. However, in 1982, the District Council
election was held for the first time. This shows that HK politics is transforming to be
more representative as people can finally participate in regional politics. In 1985, the
first indirect elections was introduct4ed in the Legco, while the first direct election in
Legco was held in 1991. Chris Patten’s political reform in 1997 proposed that all 60
seats in Legco are directly elected in 1995. In comparison, in the early 60s and 70s,
there wasn’t much representative development in HK politics. However, it transformed
to be much more representative with elections and votes in the late 80s to the 90s.

Thus there was a transformation.

In terms of Chinese participation of politics, it went from low to high in 1967-97. In
early 60s, there wasn’t much prominent Chinese organizations and senior Chinese
officials. In terms of organizations, the TWGHs and the PLK were merely advisors of
the gov’t and had no real political power. In terms of senior officials, although Donald
Tsang became AO in 1971, there wasn’t any Chinese being senior officials as the British
thought absorbing Chinese to rule in higher positions might affect their colonial
administration. However, this underwent transformation afterwards. In 1984, the Joint
Declaration was signed and established principles of ‘HK people ruling Hk’ and ‘One
country two systems.” In terms of Chinese organizations, the UK gov’t was afraid that
HK would fall under the autocratic rule of China, and implemented reforms to entrench
democracy, such as introducing elctions to Legco in 1985. This thus motivated many
Chinese to form political parties to stand in elecctions such as Martin Lee and Szeto
Wah forming the United Democratsin 1990, and the DAB in 1992. As for Senior Officers,

the UK gov’t started to localize them to facilitate a smooth handover according to the
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principle of ‘HK people ruling HK'. Li Kwan Ha became the first Chinese police
commissioner in 1989, while Anson Chan and Donald Tsang became the first Chinese
Chief Secretary and Financial Secretary in 1993 and 1995. In comparison, in the late
80s and 90s, there was much more Chinese participation in politics such as the
formation of parties and the localization of senior officials. Chinese participation in

politics represents a transformation in HK’s politics.

As for sociak welfare policies, it went from lacking to comprehensive. Around the 60s,
there wasn’t comprehensive social welfare. There was no poverty assistance, nor
compulsory education provision, or a large scale housing project. The Social Welfare
department established in 1958 only provided limited welfare, such as the low cost
housing scheme. However, in 1967, people rioted against the UK gov’t to express their
discontent and dissatisfaction towards the administration. Thus, the gov’t
implemented more social welfare and it became more comprehensive as the gov’t
wants to pacify the citizens and regain support. In terms of poverty assistance, the
Public Assistance Scheme was implemented in 1973 to assist the low income group, it
was then reformed into the CSSA in 1993. In therms of housing projects, the 10 year
Housing Scheme was introduced in 1972, while the House Ownership Scheme came
into play in 1976. These schemes solved housing problems. In terms of education
provision, 6 year compulsory education was implemented in 1971, while it was
reformed into 9 years education in 1978. In comparison, in the 60s, around 1967, there
wasn’t a comprehensive system of social welfare. After that, the government
implemented a more comprehensive social welfare policy. Social welfare transformed

from limited to comprehensive from 1967-97.

In terms of economic structure, HK also underwent from industrial city to a diversified
economy. In the 60s and early 70s, HK was a industrial city, with a greatly developed
light industry, producing quality goods like textiles, watches and toys. However, after
the Reform and Opening Up in 1978, many industry factories ‘moved northward’ for
the cheaper costs in China. Hong Kong had to develop a more diversified economy. In
terms of financial industry the Stock Exchange in HK grew to be one of the largest in
the world forming a 24 hour financial market with New York and London. Also, many
Chinese enterprises came to HK to gather capital. In terms of re-export entrepot
development, HK was an important ‘southern gate’ for goods to reach the ‘Reform and
Opening Up’ China. In terms of tourism, Hong Kong was even called as the ‘Shopping
paradise’, and tourism became an important pillar of the economy. IN comparison, the
economic structure of Hong Kong changed from focusing on Industry and transformed

into a diversified economy in the late 90s afterwards. HK developed tourism, entrepot
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re-export and financial industry, showing transformation.
However, to a small extent HK didn’t transform.

Politically, the power of the governor remained huge. In the 60s and 70s, the ‘Colonial
Regulations’, and ‘Letters Patent’ and ‘royal Instructions’ ensured the absolute power
of the governor in HK. The Legco and the Exco merely assisted his rule. Governor’s
power persisted, as exemplified by Chris Patten in 1992, he was able to completely
change the Legco to all elected seats only through his proposal. In comparison,
governors still held enormous power, both in the 60s and the 90s, there was no

transformation.

Economically, government’s policies to assist the economy didn’t change. In the 60s,
the gov’t used the ‘Laissez-Faire’ policy to promote the growth of economy. Moreover
the HKTDC was formed to promote trade, later on, the gov’t continued to assist the
economy through policies. Such as the implementation of 9 year education in 1978,
providing quality labour to the market. Afterwards, the Chek Lap Kok Airport was built
to facilitate trade. In comparison, there was no change with the gov’t’s assistance to

the economic growth of HK.

To conclude, despite there being small unchanged aspects in HK, HK went through a

transformation in most aspects, hence to a large extent it transformed.

Words: 1049
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2019 Essay Question 4: World War Il

Mark: 16/25

The appeasement policy was a more important factor than Nazi aggression in

causing the Second World War.” Do you agree?

Both Nazi aggression and the Appeasement policy had importance to causing the
WW?2, and their impacts will be judged on their impacts on the failure of Collective

Security System, affects on USSR and preventing other Country’s aggression.

Both Nazi aggression and appeasement policy caused the failure of the Collective
system. In terms of Germany, Germany was very aggressive in the late 30s and broke
the collective security system. For example, it remilitarized Rhineland in 1936,
violating the Locarno treaties signed in 1925. Moreover, the invasion of Czechoslovakia
in 1929 and Poland violated the Kellogg-Briand Pact which promised to renounce war
as an instrument of national policy. As far the appeasement policy, the British allowed
Germany to remilitarized Rhineland in 1936 without intervention, while also did
nothing in stopping Germany invading Czechoslovakia. Moreover, Britain and France
attempted to start negotiations with Italy during the invasion of Abyssinia in 1936,
despite the League of Nations economic sanctions imposed on Italy, Britain and France
promised to let Italy take 2/3 of Abyssinia that appeased Mussolini hoping he would
stop aggression. This made Italy realize that the LN is unable to stop its aggression, and
took all of Abyssinia. Appeasement policy undermined the effectiveness of collective

security system.

However, appeasement policy was more important. In terms of limitation, Germany
already quit the LN in 1933 after the rise of Hitler, the LN couldn’t do anything about
its aggressions and wasn’t legally justified to intervene, Moreover, in terms of causality,
the actions of Britain and France directly undermined the collective security, in
Abyssinia, they rendered the LN useless. Nazi aggression was only carried out to it
being encouraged by the failure of the collective security system shown in the
Abyssinia Crisis in 1936. For example, it was motivated by the failure of the collective
security system caused by the appeasement policy and neglected the Kellogg Briand
Pact in 1939 and invaded Czechoslovakia. Thus appeasement policy was more

important.

As for effects on USSR, both the aggression of Nazi and appeasement had effects. For
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Nazi, they have long followed the aggressive policy to seek ‘Lebensraum’ in the east
and they invaded countries Czechoslovakia in 1930, while this made USSR worry that
it would become that next target of Nazi Germany. USSR signed the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact with Germany in 1939, promising non-aggression. Eventually, this
eased the worries of Germany about a 2 front war and invaded Poland in 1939, causing
WW?2 eventually. As for appeasement policy, the Munich Conference in 1938, British
and France ceded Sudetenland to Germany. This was perceived as an action of
‘redirecting the peril to the east’. Thus Ussr didn’t want the capitalist countries to use
Germany to weaken USSr and thus signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in 1939. Both

Nazi Aggression and appeasement policy effects on USSR.

However, appeasement policy was more important. In terms of limitation of Nazi
aggression, USSR already knew the malicious intentions of Nazi Germany thourgh the
signing of the Anti-Comintern pact. Nazi aggression’s impact on USSR’s decision to sign
the Molotov Ribbentrop pact would be limited, as they were already aware of Nazi’s
intentions. They were only buying time to fight against the Nazi aggression. In terms
of magnitude, the appeasement policy was of bigger magnitude impact on USSR. AS
France already signed the Treaty of mutual Assistance with USSR in 1935, USSR felt
cheated after the Munich Conference, it was determined not to allow them to ‘redirect
the trouble to the east’ and allowed non-aggression with Germany, ultimately caused

WW?2 directly. Thus appeasement policy was more important.

As for prompting aggression, both the nazi aggression and the appeasement policy
contributed to it. For Nazi, they succeeded to gain territories in Europe in the 30s,
during the Anschluss with Austria in 1938, the invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1939. This
prompted other totalitarian countries to be more aggressive, such as Italy who
annexed Albania in 1939, just a month after the invasion of Czechoslovakia. As for the
appeasement policy, UK and France appeased Germany since 1936, the introduction
of Germany conscription. UK even allowed Germany to rearm its by signing the Anglo-
German naval treaty in 1935, allowing the German navy to be 35% tonnage of the
Royal Navy. This boosted Germany’s aggression even more, as Germany’s strength
grew with the appeasement policy. It annexed Austria in 1938, and even invaded
Czechoslovakia and Poland in 1939. Moreover, the appeasement policy showed Japan,
UK and France was weak in the Abyssinian Crisis, and thus invaded China full scale in
1937.

However, appeasement policy was more important. In terms of coverage, the Nazi

aggression in the late 40s only prompted Italy’s aggression of Albania, in comparison,
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the Appeasement policy prompted aggression as far as in Asia, prompting Japan’s
aggression. The policy had a wider range of effects. Also in terms of root cause, it was
the appeasement policy that prompted Nazi aggressions, AS Britain and France
appeased the remilitarization of Rhineland in 1936, Germany was even more
encouraged to aggression and annexed Austria in 1938, moreover, the Munich
Conference in 1938 also encourage Germany to invade Czechoslovakia in 1939 as it

thought Britain was weak.
In conclusion, appeasement policy was more important in causing WW2,

Words: 863
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