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| agree that in the first half of the 20thcentury, Hong Kong was a city where tradition

and modernity co-existed to a large extent.

Here will be the agreeing points.

According to source A, it can show that there’s increasing popularity of western

medical while Chinese ones also have important status. Refer to the source, it is

stated that ‘the in-patients’ of Western treatment ‘increased from36.80% in 1912 to
61.78% in 1936 ‘while for ‘out-patients’ increased from ‘8.73% to 16.92%'’. It can
show that there’s increasing Western treatment. While Chinese treatment, there’s

still 83.08% in1936. There still high Chinese proportion. Thus, its co-existed in terms

of medical.
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According to source A, the number of operation, increased from ‘86in 1912 to 1586

in 1936’. It can show that operations a western method was gaining popularity. It

can show that in terms of medical, both tradition and modernity co-existed.

According to source B, it is stated that ‘Sir Frederick Lugard, governor of Hong Kong’

was invited to the opening of Tung Wah Hospital, a hospital opened by Chinese

people. It can also show that the Chinese would accept Westerners’ modernity, thus

they would invite Sir Frederick.

According to source B, it is reflected that ‘Tung Wah Group of Hospitals were

directed by Chinese people’ It can show that in terms of medical, traditional and

modernity co-existed as hospital is a modernized way to cure patients, while it is

operated by traditional Chinese people.

According to my own knowledge, in terms of festival, in the first-half of 20th century,

tradition and modernity co-existed. At that time, Hong Kong would celebrate both

traditional Chinese festivals and western festivals, such as traditional Chinese

festivals like Lunar New Year, Mid Autumn Festival and Western Festivals like

Christmas and Easter.

According to my own knowledge, in terms of food, tradition and modernity co-

existed. At that time Chinese traditional food like dim sum, mooncakes were served

while people would also eat western style-cooked food like beef.

According to my own knowledge, in terms of agriculture, both modernity and

traditional co-existed. Chinese traditional style was style existed while modern style

of building was also built like in the peak’s housing. Sir Ho Tung built a garden in his

house in the Peak.

However, in some aspects, tradition and modernity was not existed.

According to my own knowledge, in terms of traditional values, HK people still

strongly believed in that such as the ‘move children are good! This can be proved by

overpopulation caused by high birth rate in the first half of 20th century.
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2017 Essay Question 7

Mark:11/15

Suppose you were living in China in the 1960s and had a strong desire to migrate

to Japan. Discuss the problems faced by China at that time and the attractions of

Japan.
| am a Chinese man in the 1960s, | was born and lived in China for many years but
recently | had a strong desire and urge to migrate to Japan, our neighbourhood. China
is facing too many problems while Japan is relatively a lot more attractive when

compared.

Firstly, in political aspect, China is under one-party rule of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) and autocracy prevailed. No one was allowed to criticize or comment on
the rule of the party and all dissidents were eliminated. Worse still, the power
struggles within government officials showed the incompetence of its rule. Liu Shaoqi,
the former statae leader was ourged to death by Mao Zedong just because of having
different political ideas. The political system was also paralyzed because of the Cultural
Revolution launched in 1966. Officials were criticized and the government
departments only focused on pwer struggle. | began to lose trust and faith towards
our government. But in Japan. After the Showa constitution was proposed in 1947, the
country had been under constitutional monarchy where the emperor acts as the
mental leader but real power lies with the Prime Minister. Also, Japan was not under
one-party rule and elections were held every few years for nationals to elect their state
leaders, The right to vote shows that the state valuesd democracy a lot. In comparison,
Japan was much more politically stable where there was not political upheavals and
the Japanese government valued more on democracy, carrying out multi-psrty rule.

This really attracts me to migrate there.

Secondly, in economic aspect, China’s economy was just in a shambles now. After the
Great Leap Forward in 1958-1960, agriculture shrinked as the government called
people to take steel as the key link and all workers were shifted to melt steel. Yet, most
of them were below standard as people melt them quickly and in a haste in order to
meet high demands of the government. Although the readjustment in 1961-1965 had
some policies relaxed and economy grew, just after the start of th Cultural Revolution,
it turned poor again, and the government neglected economic development, putting

effort on power struggle. Yet, in Japan, the state is just going through the period of
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economic takeoff. The US occupation period earlier had laid a good foundation for
Japan. It had been exporting goods and joining infrastructure projects in Southeast
Asian Countries, opening up foreign markets. The Japanese government also set up
economic departments like the MITI to coordinate agricultural development. Japan
also carried out the Income Doubling Plan, setting targets for economic growth. In
comparison, Chinese economy was shrinking while Japan’s one was well planned and
diversified, such as producing high tech goods like calculators but not only focusing on

agriculture and steel. This is a great attract for me.

Thirdly, in social aspect, Chinese citizens enjoyed no freedom as our state emphsised
equalitarianism. Even food are evenly distributed in the people’s commune and we
had low living standards because of the poor economy leading to insufficient resources.
Education was also stopped since Mao called students to be red guards and told them
to go the villages and rural areas, supporting the Cultural Revolution in 1968, making
our children lost chances to receive formal education. Our society also blindly
appreciate leader Mao and created a cult of personality. We had no choice but to
support his regime. Even entertainments and publications are being strictly censored
that it must glorify the CCP. We and the society enojoyed no freedom. But in Japan,
situation was different. People there had modern household appliances such as colour
televisions, and they had the chance to access to different forms of entertainment or
even went overseas for holiday. In Japan, compulsory education was implemented and
all the schoolage kids had the chance to receive formal education. University
education was also popular. In Japan, their cultures are so diversified and they had
chances to access to different kinds of entertainment and performnaces from different
countries. In comparison, Japanese society had great freedom and more opportunities.

Their educational system was also more sound, whch attracts me to migrate there.

Last but not least, in diplomatic aspect, our country, China, had very poor relations
with foreign countries. Our leader Mao had diverse opinions with our former ally USSR,
and he condemned USSR leader Khruschev as a capitalist roader and said that USSR
was on the road of revisionism. Because of China’s communist ideology, no western
countries side with us and we are diplomatically isolated. The low international status
created a strong feeling of national humiliation inside my heart and | want to leave my
country. In Japan, the situation was different. Japan had been following the US
isolationist policy since the end of WWII and it always had US, the superpower of the
world, as her ally. Japan was able to go into Southeast Asian markets and form ties
with people and officials there, expanding its diplomatic circle. Moreover, Japan’s

increasing economic strengh had led to national glory and higher international status
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that even western developed countries import certain technological products from
them. In comparison, Japan enjoyed much higher diplomatic status when compared
with China and Japanhad much more allies and established friendly relations with

different foreign countries. As a men living in the diplomatically isolated China with

national humiliation, | had a great urge to move to Japan.

To conclude, China is now facing a plight in the 1960s while Japan has stable political
environment, skyrocketing economy, free society and successful diplomacy, which

attract me to emigrate there.

Words: 925
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