- K==
REXNS
KING’S GLORY
EDUCATION




(Ht) —F5714H DSE SRFEN
TR < B R B JTHY B R S
BNEIEE R R A L A S
0GR G oA

[F) 52 1] LIAE (5 FH L E A [EIR
FAFLE A F WA R
IEERYAH R A L AHER AR -

W RS ALER

K. W. Ho
AT

i4d
TR AT TR
16-17 SHITRE

| 1 B A wwwkgehk > FEEHE L
> ZEi/48 -> KW.Ho -> Online

g Lessons
LR BARERE HELE:
) - BAdRSR (AR ERVEA R
- B (BB Ry N EE E
[FEFRERIN)
- oealbil (BUREEERAANIEHE
¥)
. POESEBRIER B B CRIRFUR
& (EH

OKW.HO (Hf) 1
S ——

FlkW.Ho T[] (@) [kwhohistory 2] WEZK  BEHASZK



u A W N -

O 00 N O

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21

HHER CRING ottt et er st e e en e enes P.3-6
e oY o= (o) o 1= A P.7-10
2 N = TP P.11-13
[ The United States of America P.14-16
{f[EX Russia /&x{f Soviet Russia /€&t Soviet Union /{#;

ZEEHIT RUSSIA cveeereriecee ettt ise e e seseases st erestese s sssasesresasssanenes P.17-20
TR BIITAIN cveeeeeeeeeeeeee et ee e e es e seser s srses e eresennneens P.21-24
VEER FranCe vttt sttt et sr e s P.25-28
Gy CT= 0 1110V P.29-32
N1 L 1V P.33-36
BRL4) 75 [E%] The Austro-Hungarian Empire (B Fl] Austria

Jz B TFRT HUNGAIY) oottt et P.37-40
TZTE POLANG oottt s s e P.41-43
FETTHD LT Czechoslovakia ......ccveeeeeeceveecceieceeiee e, P.44-46
EIHHIR Yugoslavia(ZERF 4D Serbia) wovvvvececececeeeeee, P.47-50
P E EEEED AlDANIA e s e P.51-53
JEE T2 EE IMIOFOCCO vt eeeeeee s seeeeeeseeeseses s ses s s ene s P.54-56
felEEPEEd Abyssinia (5 I2ZE LR DR currently known

AS EThiOPia) cveveeeeieiiiecte ettt e e en s P.57-59
BAfF Korea (Fg% Sz 1% South and North Korea) ............ P.60-62
FRET VIETNAM ettt ettt eee st ees et see e ene s P.63-65
THEE CUD@ et P.66-68
= = N 1T =1V P.69-71
i [ = 1= = (U T U P.72-74

OKW.HO ()

Ei[kw.Ho [2] (@) [kwhohistory [ LAZA  HERATK



1. H1[ER

HISTORYON-URE R

China

EEHTE

MER
EERE
“-ERiE
ilﬁ_ﬁ}ﬁtﬂ '
AT -
ez )
(k-3

[EIHEE

OKW.HO (HE)

- et b
do LS

HIFE R

Eikw.Ho  [a](@)[kwhohistory [

{7 Hr

.

&5

s

INCEGNEE =YK=k FIN

Bl E
< Ba¥E
==
FEE




‘ Ko ‘ ‘0 H@

HISTORYNETREF RN SR ITD>
PRI RGNS - B 19 SRS - B TR B - #ifE e
FREIRR

China, an East Asian country, was in serious decline and fell prey to the powers’

aggression since the 19* century. The nation was then referred to as ‘the sick man of

East Asia’.

POFSUERSE BB ESHETHBE R A - BIEN 1905 FRiGHETES
B o 2RI IR BCGRUR 2R > SR RAY AN i > SEan T Hasi oK > i 1911
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Towards the end of the Qing dynasty, the Qing government made an attempt at
self-strengthening by introducing the New Policies, which included the constitutional
reform starting in 1905. However, the ineffectiveness of the reform upset its citizens
and strengthened the presence of the revolutionaries. The Qing Dynasty was finally
overthrown in the 1911 Revolution, which marked the end of 2000 years of imperial
rule in China. However, the revolution did not bring stability to China. After assuming
office as Provisional President, Yuan Shikai gradually reinstalled autocracy in China.
Not only did he dissolve the Kuomintang (KMT) and the National Congress, but he

also restored monarchy in 1915. After his death, China entered the chaotic Warlord

Era with repeated wars and poor livelihood.

£ 1927 &> BREILKRET) - W FERBUT > EREUGE & — B © 2800
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In 1927, the Nationalists successfully ended the Northern Expedition and established
the Nationalist government in Nanjing, putting an end to warlordism. However, the
split between the KMT and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) later led to

encirclement campaigns launched by the nationalists against the communists. The
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first phase of the Chinese Civil War began and China was at war again. Meanwhile,
Japan showed increasing interest in invading China. After the September 18t
Incident (1931) and the January 28" Incident (1932), the Japanese started their
full-scale invasion of China in the wake of the July 7™ Incident (1937). In resistance to
Japanese aggression, the KMT and the CCP chose to cooperate with each other. At
the end, Japan surrendered unconditionally after the US dropped two atomic bombs

over the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Bii% o BIRE M LEEFE RG> BIREN 1949 ERGERE > B EHE
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After the Second World War, the KMT and the CCP resumed fighting. In 1949, the

Nationalists fled to Taiwan and the People’s Republic of China led by the communists

114

was officially established. This was followed by a series of mass movements and
economic plans, including the Land Reform (1950-52) and the First Five-Year Plan
(1953-57). Although some achievements were made during these movements, Mao
Zedong’s eagerness for quick success led to the complete failure of the Great Leap
Forward (1958-60), which caused famines and costed the lives of 15-30 million
people. After the failure, Mao ‘retreated to the second line’, allowing Liu Xiaoqi to
take charge of the government and start the Readjustment. Despite the success of
the readjustment policies in bringing the Chinese economy back on track, Mao
criticized Liu as a capitalist roader and started the Cultural Revolution in 1966 to
purge him. China was then plunged into the chaos of the Cultural Revolution for ten

years.
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After the Cultural Revolution, many first-generation leaders such as Mao Zedong,
Zhou Enlai and Liu Xiaoqi passed away, succeeded by second-generation leaders with
Deng Xiaoping as the leader. The Reform and Opening Up was carried out to develop
‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’, introduce market economy and get rid of the
old Chinese economic system with self-reliance, collectivization and low level of
freedom in production. The policy led to China’s economic take-off and its
emergence as a power. China was certainly becoming more powerful, but it
remained oppressive and autocratic in nature. In 1989, the CCP forcibly suppressed
student movements with their army, leading to the June Fourth Incident. There has

been no change to the autocratic nature of China since ancient times.
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Hong Kong was originally part of China. However, China was defeated by Britain in

the Opium War of 1839-42 and signed the Treaty of Nanjing that stipulated the
cession of Hong Kong Island to the British. After that, China was again defeated in the

Second Opium War of 1856-60 and signed the Convention of Beijing, giving the
Kowloon Peninsula to Britain. In 1898, the British forced the Chinese to sign the
Convention between Great Britain and China respecting an Extension of Hong Kong
Territory, which stipulated a 99-year lease of the New Territories that would expire in
1997.
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In the early 20t century, the British Hong Kong government did not devolve too
much power to the local Chinese and appointed only a small group of the Chinese
elite for better administration. For example, in 1926, Chow Shouson was appointed
as the first Chinese member of the Executive Council. In 1941, Japan invaded Hong
Kong and the British Hong Kong government surrendered. There then followed 3
years and 8 months of Japanese occupation, during which all British Hong Kong
government institutions were suspended and the Governor’s Office was set up to
govern Hong Kong. After the city’s liberation in 1945, the British Hong Kong
government resumed control of Hong Kong and gradually increased Chinese

participation in the Executive and Legislative Councils. Also, in 1948, Tsui Kacheung

was appointed as the first Chinese Administrative Officer. After the 1967 riots, the
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British Hong Kong government even started political reforms at district level. In 1968,
the government put forward the City District Officers Scheme, under which Hong
Kong Island and Kowloon were divided into 10 districts, each with City District Office
to gather public opinion. In 1982, the British also held the first District Council
election to let citizens in each district to choose the District Councilor that would

represent them.

72 1984 4 » ek R R B B 2 it - FET (SRR ERE ) - BT
T PRS- T AEAEE T ESEEE ) FHEA FAERER 1997 (ol
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In 1984, China and Britain reached a consensus on the sovereignty of Hong Kong and
signed the Sino-British Joint Declaration, which nailed down the principles of ‘One
Country, Two Systems’, ‘Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong’ as well as ‘high degree
of autonomy’, and stipulated the return of Hong Kong to China in 1997. After the
signing of the treaty, the British Hong Kong government made active efforts to
implement reforms towards a representative government. For instance, it held the
first Legislative Council election in 1985, and for the first time all 60 seats in the
LegCo were determined by election in 1995. Nevertheless, China was upset by the
electoral reform for the LegCo in 1995 and founded the Provisional Legislative

Council in 1996, whose members immediately replaced the lawmakers elected in
1995 after the handover. On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong was returned to China.

FECOR T > AR 20 thid EAREDIEIE S T - HL P EEEESEE A A
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In economic aspect, in the first half of the 20t™ century, Hong Kong relied heavily on

re-export trade between China and Western countries. However, in 1951, China
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faced a UN embargo for its involvement in the Korean War and, as a result, Hong
Kong’s re-exports declined sharply. Hong Kong thus began its transition into a
manufacturing-based economy with predominantly light industries such as the
plastic, clothing, watch and clock, as well as toy industries. After the Reform and
Opening Up of China in 1978, the low production costs in the Mainland became a
huge motive for the northward relocation of many Hong Kong factories, leading to
the decline of Hong Kong industry. Meanwhile, Hong Kong again played an important
role as entrepot for China’s foreign trade, and its re-export trade became flourishing
again. In addition, many Chinese enterprises chose to raise capital by means of public
listing in Hong Kong, contributing to the prosperity of the Hong Kong financial
industry. By the end of the 20t century, Hong Kong transformed into a city with great

economic diversity.
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Situated in East Asia, Japan was traditionally ruled by the shogun (military dictator).

Nevertheless, in 1868, Emperor Meiji restored imperial rule with the help of young
samurais from several domains. He started the Meiji Restoration to transform Japan
into a strong country, which defeated China and Russia in the First Sino-Japanese War
(1894-95) and Russo-Japanese War (1904-05) respectively.

1% 20 t4CH) > 0 ABEPRC A8 T n] Ry —(E5RE (5 HARR AL AR -

fFEEUE L BIEFRUE 1918 SRRy EEFREM - FRBEECS - (HHARE
FEEAIERA S > 1 T EBUs BB AL - WA S e T &
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B NBER] 300 EA - KAWL - AVERE o IRIEA HARRERUEREE A &
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In the early 20t century, Japan was recognized as a power but it was modernized to a
limited extent only. Politically speaking, Hara Kei became the first commoner
appointed as the Prime Minister in 1918 and the era of party politics began;
nevertheless, the imperial-led political system and superior political status of the
Genro remained unchanged, as exemplified by Yamagata Aritomo who was dubbed
the ‘Prime Minister Maker’. Economically speaking, Japanese small and
medium-sized enterprises experienced difficulties in developing their business under
the monopoly of the zaibatsu. In the 1920s, the country even suffered the Great
Kanto Earthquake (1923), the Bank Crisis (1927) and the Great Depression (1929)
that left 3 million Japanese people unemployed. The Japanese at that time lived in
dire straits and led a poor life. Due to the limited extent of modernization and the
favourable environment created by several economic crises in the 1920s, militarism

was on the rise and became the ruling ideology of Japan in the 1930s.

FEE R E T > A AR B RIHE R - Ehl 7 H=sETE - K
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During the militarist era, Japan made massive military investment and launched its
plan of aggression. In 1937, it staged the July 7™ Incident that marked its all-out
invasion of China. In 1941, Japan even launched a surprise attack on the American
Pearl Harbour and the invasion of Southeast Asia, further enlarging the scale of war.
Besieged by various enemies, Japan surrendered unconditionally after the US
dropped two atomic bombs over the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

RERRLR - HATE 1945-52 I HER Ay BV EMABUNEE » WA T KRS
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After the defeat, the US-led SCAP government occupied Japan and implemented a
large-scale reform in the period 1945-52. Building on the foundation laid by the SCAP
government, Japan revived its economy and experienced various economic booms.
By 1968, Japan even became the world’s second largest economy. However, the

investment craze contributed to a huge economic bubble that burst in 1990. Japan

then entered the ‘Lost Decade’.

SN E - HAHY 1970 SEAURIHERELOR R - BIRISEIRIZET] > AWK
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Diplomatically speaking, after the economic revival in the 1970s, Japan gradually
freed itself from American influence and attempted to resume its status as a power.
For this reason, Japan adopted an increasingly hard-line foreign policy that led to
diplomatic crises with the neighbouring countries. Japanese Prime Ministers’ official
visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, falsification of history in textbooks allowed by the
Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Japan, and territorial disputes over the
Diaoyu Islands and Dokdo with China and South Korea were some of the obstacles

that hindered Japan to improve its relations with the neighbouring countries.

OKW.HO (i) 13

Ei[kw.Ho [2] (@) [kwhohistory [ LAZA  HERATK



HI1S 1 UKY

The United States of America

¢
N2 =
4 E)7
[} ~ A
NT
T
.y
B
WA
NV
A

OKW.HO ()

JitES

SH

i

Eikw.Ho  [a](@)[kwhohistory [

LM

1A

Nl
0N )
PTENE
J P
“ME NS
] N
HLEIMA
8GR Hivt
e DF
KY: VA
N NG
50
AL A
FL

i

HE
| HERS

wbmm

, il =

TE 0410

BRI

. aEm
B fmtten B

L

AP

Narth

Atlantic

Bcean

14

INCEGNEE =YK=k FIN



- KWH®

HISTOR NIRRT
FEIEEN - BT ZRYEEE - BT H Ay s -
The United States of America, a North American country, has rapidly emerged as the
world’s leading superpower in the modern age.

FESERAIEZEMN » BEEIONFEPR 2 - R R — R FRER AT » A+ THER
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Situated in North America with a considerable distance from Europe, the US got
barely involved in European affairs before the First World War. However, during the
First World War, Germany adopted the policy of ‘unrestricted submarine warfare’,
which led to attacks against American citizens and civilian vessels. In addition to

Germany’s conspiracy to incite Mexico to go to war with America, the US finally

entered the war in favour of the Allied Powers to defeat Germany.

NS —H FLKE % - ERGEGERSRE R " =50 ) 2 —HFEERMeE  H
e T AP IuEs o ARG EREBR R RIEE AL - 280 0 EEE Al
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After the First World War, US President Woodrow Wilson attended the Paris Peace
Conference as one of the ‘Big Three’ and proposed the Fourteen Points, which
included the establishment of the League of Nations and the principle of national
self-determination. However, the US did not join the League due to opposition in
Congress, and anti-war sentiments among its citizens contributed to its isolationist
policy, which was to avoid involvement in European affairs. After the Great
Depression in 1929, the American isolationist policy became even clearer. Despite

frequent invasions started by Germany, Italy and Japan, the US chose not to get

involved as long as they did not jeopardize American interests.

FEIRLECR T SREESR R FURBEIHIAR A 28K - 81 > 1941 48 12 A HA
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With the isolationist policy, the US did not join the Second World War in the early
stage. Nevertheless, after the Japanese surprise attack on the American Pearl
Harbour in December 1941, the US officially declared war on the Axis Powers. With
American involvement, the tables were gradually turned. In 1945, the Axis Powers
such as Germany and Japan were defeated and the Allies claimed victory. Due to the
absence of significant attacks on American soil during the Two World Wars and the
huge amount of its wartime loans for other countries, the US became a superpower
in the wake of war. It accounted for one-third of the world’s industrial production and

successfully made the atomic bomb at the end of the Second World War.
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After the Second World War, due to the global spread of communism, the US
abandoned the isolationist policy and took up the role of ‘world policeman’ to
contain communist expansion. In economic aspect, the US proposed the Marshall
Plan in 1948 to offer Western European countries USS13 billion for economic revival;
in military aspect, the US established the NATO (1949), bringing Western capitalist

countries together against the Soviet Union. The US became the leader of the

capitalist bloc.

TERER R - EEHRT " EBETE ) (1983 4F) ML ELERIERHY R 22 RHGEEE » W H.
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Towards the end of the Cold War, the US proposed the Strategic Defense Initiative
(1983) that sparked off its space technology race with the Soviet Union. The US also
drove up international food prices when the Soviet Union faced food shortage in an

attempt to overwhelm its economy, paving the way for its collapse. Since the
dissolution of the USSR in 1991, the US has become the world’s only superpower.
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Straddling Europe and Asia, Russia is the largest country in the world by area. In the

early 20t century, Russia showed signs of decline but was still considered one of the

five Great Powers in Europe.

7Y 1917 AT - REIHD 2906 © IS E - EBIEE ~ FLEIRE (RIZ D 5ERE
Sl 1894 FHLEBIGEECAMIFIN - &Y 1907 FRBLEEISES (FLMREY) - AL
BRI - 7Y 1914 SFFEAANFERKE: - NS A S RS RHVZER
HEnoimie ABKF - 2 1917 > (KB DSBS — H aniel] - I REERRTE
J&F o RARERFEE AT H Sanpriesl] - R IrE i Bo5s —(E e ERpE -

Before 1917, Russia was ruled by the Tsar. Diplomatically speaking, Russia became
increasingly friendly with France and Britain. It formed the Franco-Russian Alliance
with France in 1894 and sealed the Anglo-Russian Entente with Britain in 1907,
bringing together the Allied Powers. During the Sarajevo Incident of 1914, the
Russians were embroiled in war by supporting Serbia it had strong ethnic
connections with. In 1917, the February Revolution led to the fall of the Tsar’s regime
and the establishment of a provisional government, which was overthrown in the
October Revolution not long afterwards. The world’s first communist regime was
then installed.

A A% o eRAESIRER (RERE SR IR) L B AT R S — A FOREK - BAfERE]
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REEHT ~ SR IR FR Ak [ L ek 11 & T 2R A Bk R (R F ) -

After the October Revolution, the Russian Soviet Republic (or Soviet Russia) was
established and it announced its withdrawal from the First World War, signing the
humiliating Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany. However, in order to bring Soviet
Russia back to war, the Allied Powers intervened in its internal affairs by supporting
anti-Russian Belarusian People's Republic to attack Soviet Russia. Since then, the
Russians had become suspicious of and hostile to Western countries. In 1922, Soviet

Russia won the civil war and established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (or

Soviet Union/USSR) with Ukraine, Byelorussian and Transcaucasian Soviet republics.
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Immediately after its establishment, the Soviet Union formed the Communist
International (Comintern) to actively promote global communist revolution. For
example, it assisted the founding of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921. But its
active efforts to promote communist revolution made the country isolated by the
West. After the rise of Hitler and Nazism in 1933, Western countries gradually built
connections with the Soviet Union as a countermeasure against the Soviet Union. For
example, they allowed its entry into the League of Nations in 1934 and France signed
the Franco-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance with the USSR in 1935. Regrettably,
ideological differences deterred the Soviet Union and the West from cooperating
sincerely. The Soviet Union deemed the cession of the Sudetenland to Germany at
the Munich Conference to be Britain and France’s attempt to ‘divert the peril towards
the east’ and channel German aggression towards the Soviets. In order to protect

itself, the Soviet Union signed the Nazi-Soviet Non-aggression Pact in 1939 with a

protocol for dividing the territory of Poland.

JAEE A FUREIHA - aRISREEPE TR RIS - 2 1941 > fERETED
SR e FERE T A EEARIGE - (EARIREAPE TR G F - BCFRT » aR0E B e
TEEE AT REARHYHEL » J5%ErE T I S MR LUATSS H CHIBIZ @ I T 50789
NMEFE - ZERFRI - SRR SER » B L T2 REE % - BECRID
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At the beginning of the Second World War, the Soviet Union had strained relations
with the West. In 1941, Germany carried out Operation Barbarossa for a surprise
attack on the Soviet Union, prompting it to start cooperating with the West again.
During the war, the Soviet Union solely repelled German attacks on the Eastern Front

and suspected that the West tried to cripple the Soviets through the war with

Germany. Mistrust therefore grew between the two parties. At the end of the war,
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not only did the Soviet Union turn the tables on Germany, but it also made many
Eastern European countries communist, including Bulgaria and Romania. It became

the leading power in Eastern Europe that was able to compete with the US.

AR BRI » 1R Ry Al i BRIHT &R S PRt SR sty S IR B
FPEr] ~ R - R S Y SR A N R A E KA B ST - AR B T
FRIGEETT T EE/D N KIAH AR (1955 4F) » B SEE Fr AR B R LAY B A G- AR 8O 71 -
FRl AR T BB FERETE(1947 ) LI B RENEZE - WY 1949 R T &%
Eﬂﬂﬁéa °

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union, as a superpower, covertly supported
communists around the world, including the Communist Parties of China, North
Korea and Vietnam, showing significant global presence. Militarily speaking, the
Soviet Union established the Warsaw Pact (1955) as the rival of the US-led NATO.

Economically speaking, the USSR introduced the Molotov Plan (1947) to aid Eastern
European countries and established the COMECON in 1949.

M R R Y 1980 AU ELEE > 11 1985 = RFHEF R L6 iR
D EAPE T B SR R (4 - 0 HL R A TR S B » &52R > 1980 UK
RER R 2D EE R IR LB - SR ARRBERT - B 1991 SR FURE - FUAE
& - ERERHTHIB I A AERIsIRE ] > 2Rkt iE & — T B < SRR I &E R -

With the significant economic downturn in the 1980s and the rise to presidency of

\:F

Gorbachev in 1985, the Soviet Union gradually improved its relations with the West
and relaxed its control over Eastern European satellite states. As a result, in the late
1980s, more and more Eastern European countries were decommunized and the
Soviet Union was dissolved in 1991. After the dissolution, Russia was no longer as
strong as it was in the Soviet era, and the Cold War ended with the fall of the

communist leader.
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As an island country in Western Europe, Britain has been a European power and was
considered one of the five Great Powers in Europe. The extremely vast British

colonial empire has also earned the country the name of ‘the empire on which the
sun never sets’.

72 19 AR SEE R A BT INILECR - A S BBON AR 22 1 [E PRS- 2811
WEE(EEIAE 1890 FESTHFBER » JEE 20 HACwIF TN - BAaMAY H A4S
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> e E R A o

In the late 19t century, Britain adopted the policy of splendid isolation and showed
aloofness from the European alliance systems. However, after Germany adopted the
‘Weltpolitik’ policy in 1890, Britain ended its isolation by forming the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance with Japan in 1902. After that, Britain also signed the Entente Cordiale and
the Anglo-Russian Convention in 1904 and 1907 respectively. Before the First World
War, Britain was in a fierce naval arms race with Germany that was particularly
focused on the construction of the dreadnought. It responded to German naval
build-up with the policy of maintaining a two-to-one superiority in the number of
dreadnoughts. After the Sarajevo Incident of 1914, Germany carried out the
Schlieffen Plan to attack France through Belgium. For fear that Germany would use

Belgium as a naval base against the British territory, Britain soon declared war on

Germany.

ER% > EEIE HERRNEN =EE Y — i ABEERIVE R - 280 - B3
M HIET T B e LB BERREY ) SN 7 3B H AR PREARIE BRIV IR AR -
After the war, Britain was one of the Big Three at the Paris Peace Conference and

mediated between France and the US. However, the conference concluded with the

signing of the harsh Treaty of Versailles, paving the way for Britain’s appeasement
policy.
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During the inter-war period, Britain took up the responsibility to maintain peace by
being a member of the Executive Council of the League of Nations and a guarantor
for the Locarno Pact. However, facing serious economic issues caused by the Great
Depression of 1929, Britain had no choice but to adopt the appeasement policy in
the late 1930s. At the Munich Conference of 1938, it handed over the Sudetenland to

Germany and encouraged Germany’s further territorial expansion. After the German

sudden attack on Poland in 1939, Britain declared war on Germany.

88 SRR LB E Y E A R [ HLH A B S B R R A 1R %
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After the Second World War, Britain belonged to the capitalist bloc and was more
inclined towards America, as exemplified by its entry into the NATO in 1949,
Meanwhile, Britain and France started drifting apart. France established the
European Economic Community (1958) with West Germany and other countries for
economic cooperation, but Britain considered that the community would undermine
its participating countries’ sovereignty and national identity. Therefore, it started a
brand new organization named the European Free Trade Association with other
members of the Outer Seven in 1960. Since the EFTA was far less effective than the
EEC, Britain started applying for membership of the EEC in 1960. However, France
rejected the applications on the grounds that they had different goals and it worried

about American influence infiltrating Europe through Britain. It was until 1973 that

Britain was granted membership of the European Community.
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Since entering the EC, Britain had taken a conservative and critical stance in the
organization. For example, it did not sign the Schengen Agreement (1985) that
stipulated the abolition of border control or adopt Euro (1999) as its currency. As for
the Treaty of Amsterdam of 1997, Britain also suggested adding the the ‘emergency
brake’ clause, whereby member states could stop others from further cooperating

due to ‘important and stated reasons of national policy’. Its disagreements with other

EU member states paved the way for Brexit in the 21 century.
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Located in Western Europe, France has been a European power and was considered
one of the five Great Powers in Europe.

EEIE 1871 FFGERF M TR - I TERAVE LB - — RS (E R
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After its defeat by Germany in the Franco-Prussian War of 1871, the French got
revengeful feelings on Germany and had waited for an opportunity to take revenge.
In 1894, France and Russia formed the Franco-Russian Alliance (Dual Alliance) as a
countermeasure against Germany. In the early 1910s, they also collectively
formulated the Plan 17 and Plan 19, which were to engage Germany in a two-front
war after the armed conflict between them broke out. In addition, France signed the
Entente Cordiale with Britain in 1904 to recognize each other’s colonial interests,
ensuring their friendly relationship to protect itself from Germany. During the

Sarajevo Incident of 1914, France was embroiled in the First World War in support of
Russia.

8% ABIVE ARG = EBE - AR HER BRI AR 2 2 T - &
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After the war, France played an important role in formulating treaties for the
defeated countries as one of the Big Three at the Paris Peace Conference. It
demanded severe punishment for Germany and contributed to the extremely harsh
Treaty of Versailles, which required Germany to cede huge parts of its territory, pay

huge reparations and even accept sole responsibility for its ‘war guilt’. This aroused

revengeful sentiments among the Germans and paved the way for their revenge.

BRI IR - JABTEHEEIAL 28 BN TEAR S T H e it
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During the inter-war period, France kept a wary eye on Germany and built along the
France-Germany border the Maginot Line that they claimed to be the world’s
greatest defensive line. At the Geneva Disarmament Conference of 1932, France
insisted that it would disarm only when Germany had done so. From 1935 to 1936,
Germany’s reintroduction of conscription and remilitarization of the Rhineland
greatly agitated France, which could do nothing without getting British support.
Under these circumstances, France signed the Franco-Soviet Treaty of Mutual
Assistance with the Soviet Union in 1935 with a view to holding Germany in check.

Regrettably, France’s fear of the communist Soviet Union prevented them from
having genuine cooperation. In 1939, the Soviet Union signed the Nazi-Soviet

Non-aggression Pact, which marked the failure of the anti-Germany alliance.

A 1930 AR » JABPRPEE B E T4 SR > 28 1939 F{E R ZSEER i 1% F (A2
BEE o PECFE I o ARG o ABIBUMR TSR] o & 1944 4 0 Bh
SRR - A REEIIR KM -

In the late 1930s, France followed Britain and adopted the appeasement policy. In
1939, France declared war on Germany after its sudden attack on Poland. At the
beginning of the war, France was defeated and the French government went into

exile in Britain. In 1944, the French recovered their lost territory step by step after

the Battle of Normandy.
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After the war, France belonged to the capitalist bloc and joined the NATO in 1949.
However, since France did not want to get involved in the Cold War between the US

and the USSR, it did not build close ties with America but pulled itself out of NATO's

integrated military command structure in 1966.
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France attached significance to its cooperation with other European countries to

\=

weaken the influence of the US and the USSR. France developed its relationships
West Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg under the Inner Six.
Together they founded economic organizations such as the European Coal and Steel
Community (1952) and the European Economic Community (1958). It was
noteworthy that France did not maintain a close relationship with Britain after the
Second World War. Britain and the US were close allies but France did not want
strong American influence in Europe. For this reason, France vetoed Britain’s

application to join the Inner Six twice in the 1960s.
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Situated in Central Europe, Germany was called Prussia prior to its unification, which
happened after its defeat of France in the Franco-Prussian War of 1871. The country
was an emerging power and one of the five Great Powers in Europe in the 19%
century. The German population was mainly composed of ethnic Germans.
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After its unification in 1871, Germany adopted the continental policy to put its focus
on Europe and not aim at overseas colonial expansion. However, after ascending to
the throne in 1890, German Emperor Wilhelm Il adopted the ‘Weltpolitik’ policy for
colonial and naval expansion, which led to its hostility with Britain and contributed to
the formation of the Triple Entente. This was unfavourable to Germany’s foreign
relations. In Europe, Germany supported the territorial expansion of Austria-Hungary,
one of its allies, in the Balkans. After the Sarajevo Incident of 1914, Germany offered
the Austro-Hungarian Empire the blank cheque signifying unlimited support, which
became the catalyst for war between Austria-Hungary and Serbia and led to the First
World War.
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Germany was defeated in the First World War and the German Emperor was
overthrown at the end of the war. After the First World War, the Weimar Republic
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signed the humiliating Treaty of Versailles immediately after its establishment, losing
popular support and paving the way for German revenge. In 1933 when Hitler rose to
power as a Nazi, Germany began to rearm itself and start invasions. In 1938, it
annexed Austria and reclaimed the Sudetenland with 3 million ethnic Germans. In
1939, it even annexed the whole of Czechoslovakia and launched a sudden attack on
Poland that triggered the Second World War.
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At the beginning of the Second World War, Germany had an edge over its rivals.
However, after the implementation of Operation Barbarossa and Japanese surprise
attack on the American Pearl Harbour in 1941, America and the Soviet Union turned
the tables on Germany with their involvement in the war. At the end, Germany was

defeated and accepted unconditional surrender in 1945.
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After the surrender, Germany was divided into 4 zones according to the Potsdam
Agreement that were occupied by the US, the USSR, Britain and France respectively.
As the capital, Berlin was similarly divided into 4 zones occupied by the above 4
countries. In 1948, Britain, France and the US merged their occupation zones in
Germany and introduced currency and political reforms. This upset the Soviet Union
and eventually led to the Berlin Crisis (1948-49). Afterwards, the Soviet Union
ordered the construction of the Berlin Wall (1961) to prevent East Germans from

escaping to West Berlin.
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During the Cold War, East and West Germany remained divided due to the hostility
between the capitalist and communist blocs. East Germany in the communist bloc
took part in the COMECON and the Warsaw Pact, while West Germany joined the
European Economic Community and other organizations within the Inner Six,
together with the NATO. In the late 1980s, the end of the Cold War made possible
the reunification of Germany. In June 1990, the Berlin Wall was demolished. In
October of the same year, East and West Germany were reunited.

W — 1R EBAERT 1 PE TR NSRS - BN AL&Y KB I Eaa T & B -
After the reunification, Germany maintained the diplomatic relations of West
Germany and remained as a member state of the NATO and the European

Community.
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Italy is situated in Southern Europe. Though controversial, it was often considered
the sixth largest power in Europe before the First World War.
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Before the First World War, Italy formed the Triple Alliance with Germany and
Austria-Hungary in 1882. However, German Emperor Wilhelm Il attached less
importance to Italy after his succession to the throne in 1890. In addition, Italy had
territorial disputes with Austria-Hungary and considered that the Empire occupied
lands that should have belonged to Italy, including Fiume and Dalmatia. For these

reasons, ltaly drifted apart from Germany and Austria-Hungary.
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In 1900, after France showed its friendliness, Italy forged the Franco-Italian Entente
with it to recognize each other’s colonial interests. During the two Moroccan Crises
(1905; 1911) between Germany and France, Italy did not side with Germany. After
the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, Italy did not immediately get involved in
the war. At the London Conference of 1915, the country was promised territorial
gains at the end of the war by Britain and France and persuaded to join the Allied

Powers, declaring war on Germany as a defector.
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After the First World War, resentment was prevalent among the Italians despite the
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fact that the country was one of the victorious powers. Since Britain and France
failed to keep their promise and gave Italy Tyrol and Istria instead of Fiume and
Dalmatia, Italy became the most dissatisfied victorious power and its government

was criticized for not being able to fight for the interests of the country.
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Under these circumstances, Mussolini emerged as a strong leader and gained wide
support from veteran soldiers and the general public. In 1922, he launched the
March on Rome to force the Emperor to appoint him as Prime Minister, turning Italy
into a Fascist country under autocracy and dictatorship. After Mussolini ascended to
power, Italy made several territorial expansion efforts, including the bombardment of
the Corfu Island in 1923 and the forcible annexation of Fiume from Yugoslavia in
1924. In the late 1920s, Italy’s aggression was kept under control in the peaceful
climate for Europe.
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However, after the Great Depression of 1929 and the rise of Hitler in 1933, Italy was
poised for invasion and started its territorial expansion again in the 1930s. Its first

move was the invasion of Abyssinia in 1935, followed by the invasion of Albania in

1939. Eventually, it became one of the aggressors in the Second World War.
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Fascist Italy did not possess a strong army and surrendered as early as 1943. After

the war, democracy was established in Italy. The country also built ties with France,
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West Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg, founding economic
organizations such as the European Coal and Steel Community (1958) and the
European Economic Community (1958). In military aspect, Italy was an important ally
of the US and a member of the NATO. In 1959, the Americans deployed missiles in
Italy as a countermeasure against the Soviet Union.
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Located in Central Europe, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was one of the five Great
Powers in Europe. It was a multi-racial country with the three largest populations

being the Germans, the Hungarians and the Slavs.
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In the 19t century, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was on the decline and suffered
defeat at the hands of Germany. In the early 20t century, the Empire, becoming too
weak to establish colonies far abroad, shifted its target to the Balkans. In 1908, the
Empire announced the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which greatly upset
Russia and Serbia and led to the Bosnian Crisis. In 1914, the Austro-Hungarian heir
presumptive to the throne Archduke Ferdinand visited Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, for a military parade. Provoked by the action, extreme Serb

nationalist Gavrilo Princip assassinated the archduke and contributed directly to the
First World War.
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After the First World War, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was forced to sign a treaty
for surrender as one of the defeated countries, splitting into two independent states.
Austria signed the Treaty of St. Germain, which forbad its unification with Germany
and stipulated its cessions to the newly established states of Czechoslovakia and

Yugoslavia based on the principle of ‘national self-determination’. As for Hungary, it

signed the Treaty of Trianon to cede Transylvania to Romania.
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Austria had a population of 6 million, most of whom were ethnic Germans. In 1938,

Hitler from Germany presented Kurt Schuschnigg, the Chancellor of Austria, with a
set of demands, which included granting amnesty to the imprisoned Nazis and
appointing Nazi sympathizers as Minister of the Interior and Minister of Public
Security. At the same time, the German army was stationed at the Germany-Austria
border to put pressure on the Austrians. Understanding his inability to resist German
invasion, Schuschnigg announced a referendum in an attempt to preserve the
independence of Austria. However, under the pressure of the German army and
government, Schuschnigg was forced to resign and replaced by a Nazi. Working in
collusion with Nazis in Austria, the Germans annexed Austria without shedding a

drop of blood. On 10 March, the Anschluss was announced.
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After the Second World War, Austria was occupied by the Allies and the Soviet Union

-

and did not gain independence until 1955, after which the country declared its
permanent neutrality. In 1960, Austria, Britain and other countries from the Outer
Seven established the European Free Trade Association. In 1995, Austria left the

association and joined the European Union.

FEFR A g SRR AR FORBIAR B Ry 1 SRR HIHE 2B - IO A T OB A B
% 8GRV - Y 1980 SEAURENE H{LESN L - & FIEERR T —#H
B FERZE] > (5 T HEEAVEE - QARG RR 0 AE 1999 SEIIA
TAE&Y - L 2004 FEADA TERE ©

As for Hungary, it became a satellite state of the Soviet Union after the Second World
War, participating in the COMECON and the Warsaw Pact. In 1980s, amid the
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liberalization of Eastern Europe, Hungary replaced one-party dictatorship with a
multi-party system and ended the dictatorship of the communist party. After the end
of the Cold War, Hungary joined the NATO in 1999 and the European Union in 2004.
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Poland is situated in Central Europe. From the 19t century to the early 20t century,
most of the current Polish territory belonged to Russia. However, after the Russian
October Revolution in 1917, Poland declared independence and the Second Polish
Republic was established. Also, the Treaty of Versailles for Germany also stipulated

the cession of West Prussia and Posen to Poland to create the Polish Corridor, which,

nevertheless, separated the main body of Germany from East Prussia.
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At the Locarno Conference of 1925, it was clearly stated that the western borders of
Germany shall remain unchanged, but there was no mention of its eastern borders.
For fear of the German possible eastward expansion, Poland signed the Franco-Polish
Warrant Agreement with France to guarantee mutual assistance in case of German

aggression.
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In 1939, Germany requested the return of Danzig in the northern part of the Polish
Corridor and the building of extraterritorial transportation lines from Germany to
East Prussia through the Polish Corridor, but this demand was rejected by the Polish
government. As a result, after signing the Nazi-Soviet Non-aggression Pact with the
Soviet Union with a protocol for dividing the territory of Poland, Germany launched a
sudden attack on Poland on 1 September 1939, which was followed by an ultimatum

from Britain and France. The two countries then declared war on Germany on 3

September, marking the beginning of the Second World War.
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In the beginning of the war, Nazi Germany and the communist Soviet Union divided
the territory of Poland. In 1941, after carrying out Operation Barbarossa for a
surprise attack on the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany occupied the whole of Poland. In

1944, the Soviet Union conquered Poland and established a communist regime there.
Poland then became a Soviet satellite state.
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During the Cold War, Poland belonged to the USSR-led bloc and participated in the
Molotov Plan. It was also a founding member of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance (COMECON) and the Warsaw Pact. In the late 1980s, with Gorbachev’s
non-intervention in the liberalization of Eastern European countries, the Polish
labour union Solidarity had negotiations with the communist government that

successfully led to the introduction of elected presidency and the abolition of

one-party rule.
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After the fall of the Warsaw Pact and COMECON, Poland joined the NATO in 1999 and
the European Union in 2004.
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Situated in Central Europe, Czechoslovakia was a country established after the First
World War.
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Before the First World War, there was no Czechoslovakia. After the war, based on the
principle of nationalism self-determination, Czech and Slovenia were separated from

the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the sovereign state of Czechoslovakia was
established.
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At the Locarno Conference of 1925, it was clearly stated that the western borders of
Germany shall remain unchanged, but there was no mention of its eastern borders.
For fear of the German possible eastward expansion, Poland signed the

Franco-Czechoslovak Treaty of Mutual Assistance with France to guarantee mutual

defense in case of German aggression.
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In 1938, Germany issued an ultimatum to Czechoslovakia and demanded the return
of the Sudetenland under the pretext that the Czechs maltreated the 3 million
Sudeten Germans, using ‘legitimate defense’ and ‘national self-determination’ as its
excuses. Subsequently, Britain, France, Italy and Germany held the Munich

Conference with Czechoslovakia excluded, and the three countries agreed to hand

over the Sudetenland to Germany.
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The Czechs built massive fortifications along the Czechoslovakia-Germany border in
the Sudetenland. After losing the Sudetenland, the defensive countermeasure
became completely useless. In March 1939, an independent movement started in
Slovakia and Germany sent troops there on the pretext of protecting Czech. After
that, Hitler announced the establishment of the Protectorate of Bohemia and

Moravia, making the two regions a German protectorate.
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After the Second World War, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia took over the
country and established a communist regime. The country then became a satellite
state of the Soviet Union, joining the COMECON and the Warsaw Pact. Nevertheless,

a movement for democracy occurred in Czechoslovakia in 1968. Known as the Prague

Spring, the incident was immediately suppressed by the Soviets.
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In the late 1980s, with Gorbachev’s non-intervention in the liberalization of Eastern
European countries, the Velvet Revolution occurred in Czechoslovakia and was
successful at making the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia to renounce its rule and
abandon one-party dictatorship. The country was then moving towards

democratization.
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In January 1993, Czechoslovakia split into two independent states, namely the Czech
Republic and Slovenia. The former joined the Warsaw Pact in 1999 and the European

Union in 2004, and the latter entered both organizations in 2004.
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Yugoslavia was located in the Balkan Peninsula.
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Before the First World War, Yugoslavia was not yet a country and there was only
Serbia. People in Serbia were mostly Slavs, who belonged to the same ethnic group
as the Russians did. In the pre-WW1 period, Serbia was eager to create a greater
Serb state and therefore made active territorial expansion effort in the Balkans. The
Sarajevo Incident, the immediate cause of the First World War, was exactly caused by

the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, heir presumptive to the Austro-Hungarian

throne, by extreme Serb nationalists.
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After the First World War, Serbia acquired vast territories from the Austro-Hungarian
Empire as one of the victorious powers. In December 1918, Peter | of Serbia
announced the establishment of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, which

was renamed as the Kingdom of Yugoslavia in 1929.
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During the inter-war period (1919-39), the Croats were discontented with Serbian
rule and political parties representing the two races had repeated disputes in the
National Assembly that ended in bloodshed. At the end, King Alexander dissolved the

National Assembly and imposed authoritarian rule, but he was then assassinated in
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1934. Although the truth of the assassination remained unclear, it was believed to be
done by a Croatian nationalist. For this reason, hostility between the Croats and the

Serbs emerged in the inter-war period.
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During the Second World War, Nazi Germany invaded Yugoslavia in April 1941 and
notched up swift victory with its surrender. The Croats seized the opportunity to
declare independence and establish the Independent State of Croatia with allegiance
to the Axis Powers, being at the forefront of the Nazi invasion of Yugoslavia. The
Croats gained vast territories in the Balkan Peninsula, including Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the north of Slovenia. They also carried out the massacre of the
Serbs and sent 700 thousand of them to concentration camps. At the end, the
Independent State of Croatia was overthrown soon after the surrender of Nazi
Germany, and all its territory was returned to Yugoslavia. After the war, the
Community Party of Yugoslavia led by Tito established a communist regime in charge
of six republics, namely Serbia, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Montenegro and Macedonia (the main constituents of the federation), as well as the

two autonomous provinces of Kosovo and Vojvodina.
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Despite the fact that communism was the ruling ideology of Yugoslavia under Tito’s

rule, he did not want the country to be under Soviet control. This eventually resulted

in the Yugoslav-Soviet split. In 1949, the USSR-led Communist Information Bureau
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(Cominform) criticized Yugoslavia for moving to Fascism and joining the imperialist
camp. In order to prevent from getting involved in the Cold War, Yugoslavia started
the Non-Aligned Movement with India, Egypt and other countries, stating its

intention of aligning with neither the US nor the USSR.
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After the death of Tito in 1980, there was no longer a strong leader in Yugoslavia. In
addition, the political upheavals in Eastern Europe and dissolution of the USSR in the
late 1980s led to the fall of communist regimes in Eastern European satellite states
and their independence from Soviet control. In the Balkans, Yugoslavia was inevitably
affected by the wave of independent movements with republics in the federation
trying to seek independence. This led to the Balkan conflicts in the 1990s and

eventually the collapse of Yugoslavia.
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Albania is situated in the Balkan Peninsula of Europe.
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Albania was ruled by the Ottoman Empire from 1415 to 1912, the year when the
Balkan League (Greece, Bulgaria and Serbia) declared war on the Ottoman Empire

and defeated it in the First Balkan War. Albania gained independence after the war.
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After the First World War, Albania became a target for Italian aggression. After rising
to power in 1922, Mussolini ached for Albania and made active efforts to intervene
in its economy by offering large loans starting from 1925. In 1926 and 1927, the two

Treaties of Tirana were signed respectively to make Albania an Italian protectorate. in

1939, Mussolini even launched an invasion of Albania to bring it under Italian rule.
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Towards the end of the Second World War, the Soviet Union mounted a
counteroffensive against the Axis Powers such as Italy and Germany while
establishing communist regimes in the Balkans. The Communist Party of Albania
played an important role in resisting the Axis Powers and liberated the country at the

end of 1944. On 11 January 1946, the People's Republic of Albania was established as

a socialist country.
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Despite its affiliation with the Eastern European communist bloc, Albania did not
have a close relationship with the Soviet Union. It did not participate in the Molotov
Plan introduced in 1947. In addition, it suspended diplomatic relations with the

Soviet Union and its engagement in the COMECON in 1961. In 1968, it even left the
Warsaw Pact.

PR 2 e nndiEfsr 7 RIIHVSMSIILEHE - B2 1990 X PR fean Sl
FRIRE AL Rt A SRR » [RIN - P B S e na e 17— BT E]
A ERRE -

Since then, Albania faced diplomatic isolation for a long period of time. It was not
until the 1990s that the country re-established its diplomatic relations with the
Soviet Union and the US. At the same time, Albania replaced the one-party system

with a multi-party system, showing signs of democratization.
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Morocco is a Northwest African country that used to be a French colony.
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France always wanted to occupy and colonize Morocco due to their proximity.
Therefore, since the 19t century, France strengthened its economic control over
Morocco and sought international recognition of its sphere of influence in Morocco

by diplomatic means. For example, in the Entente Cordiale of 1904 between Britain

and France, the former recognized the interests of the latter in Morocco.
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However, in 1905, the German Emperor visited Morocco, proposing that Morocco
shall provide equal opportunity for and open itself to other countries. The Kaiser’s
visit greatly upset France and added tension to the situation. As a solution, Germany
proposed to convene the Algeciras Conference to discuss the Moroccan problem. But

the winner of the conference was France that obtained several concessions in

Morocco.
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In 1911, riots took place in Morocco. To quell riots there, the French sent their troops
to Fez, the capital of Morocco. The German immediately expressed their concern for
fear that France would make Morocco its protectorate with its army. In response,

Germany sent the gunboat Panther to the port of Agadir in protest. Finally, they
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reached a consensus on the Moroccan problem. France agreed to give up part of its
concessions in Congo in return for Germany’s acceptance of its position in Morocco.
Meanwhile, in the absence of German opposition, France and Morocco signed the

Treaty of Fez, which made Morocco a French protectorate.
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In 1956, France agreed to abolish the Treaty of Fez and Morocco regained

independence.
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Abyssinia, currently known as Ethiopia, was situated in East Africa.
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Abyssinia had been ruled by the Ethiopian Empire since 1270. However, in the wave
of colonization in the 19t century, the country became a target for the powers. At
that time, the Italians forced the Abyssinians to seal a colonial treaty, which was
rejected by the Abyssinian Emperor Menelik 1l due to their dispute over its content.
As a consequence, there was a war between the two countries, which ended in
favour of the Abyssinians. The Italians therefore recognized Abyssinian

independence.
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In 1935, Italy under Fascist rule by Mussolini made another attempt to invade
Abyssinia. At the beginning of the war, Britain and France intended to hand over
two-third of Abyssinia to Italy in exchange for its withdrawal. However, Italy turned
down their offer and continued its conquest regardless of the sanctions imposed by
the League of Nations. Worse still, it breached the Geneva Protocol of 1925 by using
sulfur mustard in the war. At the end, Italy occupied the whole of Abyssinia, and the

Abyssinian Royal Family had no choice but to live in exile in Britain.
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During the Second World War, the British Army liberated Abyssinia in 1941 and the
Abyssinian Emperor resumed his reign. In 1974, however, the USSR-backed
communist General Mengistu overthrew the throne of Abyssinia in a coup and

established a socialist regime in the country.
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In 1991, the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front ousted Mengistu’s

regime and established the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. It has been the
ruling political coalition since then.
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South and North Korea, together known as Korea before their division, are located to

the northeast of China and to the west of Japan.
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Traditionally, Korea was a tributary state of China. However, after the defeat of China
in the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95, the Korean Peninsula came under the
Japanese sphere of influence. In 1910, the Japanese forced the Koreans to sign the

Japan-Korea Annexation Treaty in order to introduce Japanese rule to Korea, officially

making it part of Japan.
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During the Second World War, Japan was defeated by the Allies and forced to give up
its control over Korea. In the post-war period of 1945-48, the US and the USSR each
occupied a portion of Korea with the boundary between their zones of control along
the 38t™ parallel. The USSR-occupied part was North Korea and the US-occupied one
was South Korea.
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In 1950, North Korea attacked South Korea with tacit consent from the USSR,
marking the beginning of the Korean War. At the beginning of the war, North Korea
had an edge over its rival; however, with American military involvement through the
United Nations, the tables were gradually turned. In response, North Korea

requested Chinese intervention into the war. After the People's Volunteer Army of

China joined the war, the two sides reached a deadlock. In 1953, after repeated
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negotiations, the two belligerent nations signed the Korean Armistice Agreement in
Panmunjom. North and South Korea agreed to remain their boundary at the
demilitarized zone along the 38th Parallel. The Korean War was halted with a

ceasefire.
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After the Korean War, communist North Korea allied with other communist countries
such as China and the Soviet Union while South Korea became an important shield
against communism in Asia for the US. After the relaxation and end of the Cold War,
South Korea established diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union and China in 1990
and 1992 respectively, symbolizing the normalization of their relations. However,
North Korea still had a long way to go before achieving diplomatic normalization due

to its nuclear capabilities and unwillingness to denuclearize.
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Situated in Southeast Asia, Vietham was once a French colony and is now a socialist

country.
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Vietnam used to be a tributary state of China but it became a French colony after the
Sino-French War of 1885.
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During the Second World War, Japan occupied Vietnam and ousted the French
colonial government. At the same time, communism sprouted in Vietnam.
Vietnamese Communist revolutionary leader Ho Chi Minh founded the League for

the Independence of Vietnam (Viet Minh) in 1941 in the hope of getting rid of

Japanese and French rule by military means.
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After the defeat of Japan in the Second World War, the Viet Minh started a revolution
that successfully overthrew Emperor Bao Dai, the last emperor of Vietnam. But the
French wanted to reinstall Bao Dai as the head of state in order to resume control
over Vietnam. A war broke out between the two sides as a result. Finally, in the
Battle of Dien Bien Phu of 1954, the Viet Minh defeated the French army. At a
conference in Geneva, they confirmed the temporary division of the country at the

17t™ Parallel into North Vietnam (controlled by the Viet Minh) and South Vietnam

(controlled by Emperor Bao Dai and France)

&2 PEE AR A —ROREE S BR » S E it £ 200l 45575
BN o SERF R SHRABIR I HYBS 20 o e RERY 1960 FEEICEYE

OKW.HO (i) 64

Ei[kw.Ho [2] (@) [kwhohistory [ LAZA  HERATK



‘ :lg:;b ][{[(::’

HISTOR NIRRT

AT 1961 FNaEEE 2 BT - SREIFAIG 2D IR PR /1 ABKER - 1 1965 -2 1973
o A ALY 300 HSEE S - JAIM - SEESCFF YR EURBEEUS G A - 2EE RN
Beifnf EICERIAE » SEHEIET NEUE 5.8 B A > HEFE 1715 (83T © &
&0 FE 1973 FEMIRMECE - 12 AdLBY 1975 8/ TR - 4i—#E L
RE > T L LA -

With the fall of France after the Second World War, the French were no longer
capable of resisting the communists in North Vietnam. This resulted in American
involvement in favour of South Vietnam with a view to filling the power vacuum after
France left. The Vietnam problem worsened in 1960 and a total war between the two
Vietnams broke out in 1961. The US intervened in the Vietnam War by gradually
deploying troops, which amounted to 3 million soldiers in the period 1965-1973.
However, South Vietnam did not win even with American support and the US had to
pay a heavy price for its involvement, which included 58 thousand American deaths
and USS$171.5 billion in military spending. At the end, the US announced its
withdrawal from the war in 1973. In 1975, North Vietnam defeated South Vietnam

and established the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, marking the unification of
Vietnam.
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At the beginning of its establishment, socialist Vietnam failed to build close ties with
the neighbouring Southeast Asian countries. After the end of the Cold War in the
1990s, Vietnam had increasing cooperation with other countries. In 1995, it joined
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
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Located in the Caribbean between the two Americas, Cuba is an island nation south
of the US.
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Cuba has been a communist state since Fidel Castro, the leader of the Communist
Party of Cuba, led the revolutionary army to overthrow the authoritarian
government in Cuba and established the Cuban revolutionary government in January
1959.
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After the establishment of the revolutionary government by Castro, the US kept a
warier eye on Cuba than ever for fear that it would become the origin of communist
expansion in the Americas and threaten American national security due to their
proximity. For this reason, the Americans tried different methods to subvert the
revolutionary government. In April 1961, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
assisted Cuban exiles in America in launching a counter-revolutionary attack in the
Bay of Pigs, which was known as the Pay of Pigs Invasion. Nevertheless, with the
failure of the invasion, the relationship between the US and the Cuban revolutionary

government became increasingly hostile.
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In order to challenge the American presence, Cuba had an increasingly close
relationship with the Soviet Union. In 1962, the Soviets even built a missile base in
Cuba and installed missiles that were capable of reaching the United States, but the
Soviet missile deployment was spotted by an American U-2 spy plane. After the
incident, the US raised alert status. President Kennedy demanded withdrawal of the
missiles deployed and imposed a blockade on Cuba, contributing to the Cuban
Missile Crisis. Although the crisis ended after successful negotiations between the
two superpowers, the American embargo against Cuba continued and US-Cuba
relations remained hostile, with no formal diplomatic relations established between
them until 2015.
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Turkey was originally known as the Ottoman Empire before the First World War. As
one of the Four Empires in Europe (the other three were the German Empire, the
Russian Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire), the Ottoman Empire straddled

Europe and Asia. Before the First World War, the Empire was in serious decline and
was referred to as ‘the sick man of Europe’.
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During the First World War, the Ottoman Empire allied with Germany. Losing the war,
the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) signed the Treaty of Sévres and lost its control of the
surrounding areas. For example, Egypt and Sudan left Turkey and became
independent, while Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Iraqg were mandated by Britain and
France. As a result, Turkey was greatly weakened and regressed to a middle power
after the war.

DS IR » + L A MBS R - B T WD+ FS LR &
SEIR 1947 FEHFT THBPIER - 108 4 T T LHLRAN - WIRES
WR LRI - B+ HE AR -

During the Second World War, the Communist Party of Turkey experienced rapid
expansion. In order to support resistance against communist fractions in Turkey, the
US announced the Truman Doctrine in 1947 to provide USS400 million in aid to
Turkey and Greece and professional military support to their government armies.

Such effort succeeded in saving Turkey from communization.
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During the Cold War, Turkey joined the US-led capitalist bloc and became an
important ally of America in Europe and Asia against the Soviet Union. After Turkey
entered the NATO in 1952, the US deployed missiles to Turkey in 1959 as a

countermeasure against the Soviet Union.
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In terms of its economic cooperation with Western Europe, Turkey had applied for
membership in the European Economic Community as early as 1959. However, with
merely 5% of its territory located in Europe and its oppression of the Kurds that

demonstrated its lack of democracy and human rights, it took a long time for Turkey

to be granted access to economic integration in Western Europe.
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Belgium is a European country situated at the heart of the continent. Its capital,

Brussels, is where the European Union and the NATO are headquartered.
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Located between Germany and France with close proximity to the English Channel,
Belgium has a favourable geopolitical setting. Before the First World War, the
German Schlieffen Plan was to bypass French robust fortifications by attacking France
through Belgium. For fear that Germany would use Belgium as a naval base against

the British territory, Britain issued an ultimatum to Germany and declared war on it

right after the implementation of the Schlieffen Plan.

TSR R SRR - @EVARIERR  TAB R Z ML ARG [PUREI S

sl 4R o (ETEEFE —REEEELAIGBETAR] > &5 TAB P 4R MR MR -

During the Second World War, despite the fact that the French built along
France-Germany border the Maginot Line that they took pride in, the Germans
bypassed the Line by invading France through Belgium. The French defensive line

therefore immediately became useless.
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With a relatively small territory and the inadequacy of natural resources, Belgium has
been eager to seek economic cooperation with the neighbouring countries. As early

as 1921, it formed the Belgium-Luxembourg Economic Union with Luxembourg.
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After the Second World War, Belgium received relatively small loans from America. In
pursuit of speedy economic recovery, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg
established the Benelux Union in 1948 to reduce tariffs, facilitate resource allocation
and promote exports between the member states. Afterwards, France, West
Germany, Italy and the Benelux Union developed their relationships under the Inner
Six, founding economic organizations such as the European Coal and Steel
Community (1952), the European Economic Community (1958), the European

Community (1967) and the European Union (1993). Brussels, the capital of Belgium,

is even where the above organizations have been headquartered.
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In military aspect, as early as March 1948, Belgium signed the Treaty of Brussels with
France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Britain. Seemingly targeted against
Germany for its possible revenge attempts, the treaty was actually targeted at the
Soviet Union by forming a defensive military alliance against it. After the Berlin Crisis,
the US and Western European countries formed the NATO as a bulwark against the

Soviet Union, and the organization’s headquarter has also been located in Brussels of
Belgium.
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