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To a large extent the political development of Hong Kong in the period 1967-97 was
a result of the China factor, with China factor leading to the increasing Chinese

participation and the formation of political parties.

Firstly, the increasing Chinese participation in political aspect was a result of the
China factor. Due to the 1984 “Sino-British Joint Declaration”, the China
government was going to get back the sovereignty of Hong Kong and it declared
that “Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong” as an important element of the
declaration. Thus, the British government paved way for the handover. In 1950s,
there were only 20000 civil servants who were Chinese, while the number increased
to 200000 until 1997. Moreover, for senior officials, Anson Chan was appointed as
the Chief Secretary of Hong Kong in 1993 as well as Donald Tsang was appointed
the Financial Secretary of Hong Kong in 1995. This shows that due to the signing of
the “Sino-British Joint Declaration”, more Chinese residents actively involved in the
political development of Hong Kong and increased the Chinese participation in

political aspect. It was a result by China factor.

Secondly, the formation of the political parties was also a result by the China factor.
As the June 4" Incident happened in 1989 in China, people afraid that after the
handover China would still use out oppressive method to rule Hong Kong even there
was the “Sino-British Joint Declaration” signed in 1984. Thus, the residents would
like to actively engage in politics and formed political parties. For example, the
democratic party, the DAB and the HKFTU were formed as different political
parties of Hong Kong. Also, the June 4" Incident of China led to people who voted
for the democratic parties, resulting in more than half of them were come from
democratic parties in the Legislative Council. This shows that the China’s June 4"
movement led to Hong Kong political parties’ foundations in the year 1980s-90s.

This showed that it was a result of China factor.

However, there were also some other factors which caused the political development
of Hong Kong, such as the local factor and the British factor. However, their
significances were not as important as the China factor.

For the local factor which was not China factor, after the 1967 riots, many of the

Hong Kong people revealed that they had discontent to the government and would
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like to participate in politics to change the situation of limited Chinese participations
in political aspect in the government. For example, at the 1970s, there were still
official members in the Legislative and Executive Council, which there was no
direct elections of Hong Kong People to the two councils. This led to Hong Kong
people would like to engage in Hong Kong’s politics and hence resulted an

increasing Chinese participation.

However, this was mainly caused by the China factor. Although the Hong Kong
people would like to have more political participation after the 1967 riots to ease
their discontent. Yet, only under the condition of the signing of the 1984
“Sino-British Joint Declaration” and the emphasis of “Hong Kong people ruling
Hong Kong” could let the Hong Kong people to have a chance to participate in the
politics, such as the appointment of Anson Chan as the Chief Secretary in 1993,
showing the China factor was the main factor to the political development of Hong

Kong.

Moreover, the British factor also paved the way for the political development in
Hong Kong. The British government employed 200000 civil servants in the 1990s.
Moreover, it started the first direct election of the Leg-Co and extended the seats to
60 in 1995, which allowed more Chinese to participate in. Meanwhile, the British
government, except the governor, they had Chinese people as Donald Tsang as the
Financial Secretary in 1995. This shows that British factor had contributed to more

Chinese participation in Hong Kong’s political development.

However, the China factor was more important. As Hong Kong was to be returned
to China in 1997 under the “Sino-British Joint Declaration” which signed in 1984.
The British government only changed the participation of Chinese after the signing
of the declaration to paved the way for “Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong”.
Therefore, as the “Sino-British Joint Declaration” was initiated by China which was
the China factor, leading to the British government to make changes on the political

development. Hence, the China factor is more important.

To sum up, although the local factor and the British factor also led to changes and
increasing participations of Chinese in terms of political development, they were

mainly dominated by the China factor. Therefore, the political development of Hong

Kong was a result of the China factor in 1967-97 to a large extent

TFH 789
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From 1967-1997, Hong Kong’s political development underwent drastic changes and it was the

result of China factor to a large extent.

Firstly, from 1967-1980s, Hong Kong’s slightly increasing representativeness and local
participation in politics. It was due to the 1966-67 Riots which was brought by the influence of
Cultural Revolution and Chinese support. From 1966 to 1967, which occurred with Cultural
Revolution in China, nationalism was boosted and spread to Hong Kong, with Chinese
revolutionists coming to Hong Kong to provide support in 1966-67 Riots. As such, the influence or
pressure of local groups to the British government increased, pressuring British government to
initiated changes to people who were more national with. Also, as British government wanted to
prolong administration and reduce locals desire to return back to China and resist communism.
Britain government started to establish representatives of Hong Kong government. For instance,
there was improvement in administration as reflected by setting up of officers or unofficial in
Leg-co members and more administrative bodies e.g. Consumer Council to gather public opinions
so as to panty people. The representative governments with setting up of City District Officers in
1969, abolishing official seats in Urban Council and expansion of Leg-co and Exe-co was
introduced in Hong Kong so as to allow more public participation. Also, localization of civil service
occurred with more Chinese involvements as to satisfy people’s desires as shown by 1966-67 Riots

influenced by the Chinese support., avoiding Hong Kong to form communist.

Secondly, from 1986s to 1990s, Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984 sped up even more radical
development of representative government in Hong Kong. In 1984, Margaret Thatcher and Deng
Xiao Peng agreed to allow China to resume exercise of sovereignty of Hong Kong in 1997, with
high degree of autonomy and “Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong” principles. As such colonial
government sped up increasing government representativeness as reflected by localization of civil
services. In 1980s, for instance, percentage of Chinese government secretaries reached 40% up
from only 19% in 1970. Also, indirect election of Leg-co by functional constituencies and electional
colleges, increasing representativeness. In 1991, direct election of Leg-co was introduced with
direct participants of locals in geographical constituencies. All 60 members were elected and more
were appointed. President of Leg-co was also elected from and by Leg-co members, showing
increasing representativeness as British government wanted to empower Hong Kong locals to rule
themselves after handover in 1997, as stated in Sino-British Joint Declaration. Plus, white paper

was set to discuss future development of representative government in Hong Kong in 1984 so as

to check Hong Kong with more democratic to rule themselves after 1997 handover. Moreover,
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political parties e.g. Liberal Party and Democratic Party were set up in 1980s as Hong Kong locals
were in favor of. Closer and closer handover of China wanted to increase political participation

and gather public opinions so as to improve to rule Hong Kong after handover.

Thirdly, China led to handover in 1997, which led to the setting up of a full Chinese member
provisional Leg-co and more active participation of political parties. In 1997, as China controlled
Hong Kong again, she declared no through train for Governor Patten’s Leg-co reforms, giving rise
to provisional Leg-co in civil all 60 members were selected by. Chinese Basic Law was also drafted.
Chinese political leaders e.g. Donald Tsang, Anson Chan etc. even entered in Leg-Co and other
government bodies. Political parties e.g. Democratic party also played very important roles in
making sure Chinese rule over Hong Kong would follow the Sino-British Joint Declaration, showing

active public political participation brought by Chinese handover in 1997.

Despite so, Hong Kong’s political development was also caused by other factors.

Increasing status of local people was one of the factors. As Hong Kong locals received more
education and earned more money in economic take off in economic take off since 1970s, Hong
Kong people e.g. Anson Chan, became very capable and could participate in political development

e.g. ruling political parties and becoming Leg-co members.

Yet, this was less important as Hong Kong people in fact were already increasing in education level
in the first half of 20th century. However, it was because of Chinese resumption of sovereignty in
Hong Kong which was the root cause affecting government. Localization policies to increase Hong

Kong people’s participation in a very large scale.

Also, another factor was increasing political concerns and awareness of Hong Kong locals. Due to
economic take off, Hong Kong people had stronger sense and self-belongings to Hong Kong and

wanted to improve Hong Kong by voicing out their concerns.

Yet, this was less important as China in fact led to Cultural Revolution, spreading nationalism to
Hong Kong people, showing that China factor was more fundamental.

Also, China played significant role in economic take off, boosting Hong Kong people’s sense of
belongings. For instance, China engaged in long-term arrangement and full localization policy in
Hong Kong, strengthening the economic growth and increasing Hong Kong people’s political

awareness.

Thus, to a large extent, Hong Kong political development was due to China factor.
U : 846
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