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To a large extent, such view was agreed.

Source E showed the unity of Japanese. In Source E, “Unity is strength”. This showed that

unity of Japanese which contributed greatly to the economic miracles after WW2.

Source E showed the Japanese’s characteristics. In the Source, “We’re proud of ourselves for

upholding the traditional noble aspirations, Matsushita”. This showed that the traditional

characteristics of Japanese led to its success.

Source E showed the loyalty of Japanese to their country. In Source E, “Hold High the
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trademark of National”.This showed their pride and loyalty to Japan, leading to its economic

miracle.

In Source E, “let’s work to exhaustion to revitalile the new Japan”. It showed that Japanese

were hardworking, leading to the economic miracle.

To my own knowledge, the Japanese government organized the Five-year Plan for Economic

Independent in 1955. This helped stabilizing the economy and halted inflation. It made the

environment favorable to businesses.

To my own knowledge, the Japanese government organized the Ministry of International

Trade and Industry in 1952. This helped trading and export, leading to its economic miracle.

However, other factors led to Japan’s development after WW2, that was less important by

internal factor.

To my own knowledge, the economic assistance of US led to such development, but was

less important than internal factors. The US introduced the Japan-US Security Pact in 1951,

which the military expenses of Japan kept to under 1% of Gross Domestic Product. Japan

could thus focused on her economic development.

However, to my own knowledge, this factor was less important as the economic

development depended on the coordination of Japanese government and national

characteristics of Japanese in order to be succeed. The help of US made the environment

favourable to Japan. But the development of Japan still depended on herself. Hence it was

more important than the US assistance.

Secondly, to my own knowledge, favourable international circumstances were less

important to international factors. There were war in Asia like Korean War (1950-53),

Vietnam War (1960-75). It created a special procurement for Japan to export military

supplies. This boost her economic development.

To my own knowledge, However, the international circumstances were a passive factor. It

depended on the Japanese themselves to boost the economic development. The internal

factor were on the other hand active factor, so internal factors were more important.

Hence, such view was to a large extent agreed.
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The development of Japan after the Second World War was primarily due to the US

factor, in terms of political, economic, educational and diplomatic aspect.

Firstly, politically, the US led to economic development in Japan, leading to a

democratized society. SCAP government was set up in 1946, hence US took control

of Japan politics. For instances, the Showa Constitution was introduced in 1947,

which provide a constitution for democratic development of Japan. Also, military

Tribunal was introduced, the militarists up to 6,000 men and related 200,000

people were persecuted to eliminate the militarism in Japan with elections to

choose the Prime Minister and the flourishing political parties in Japan.

Secondly, economically, US also led to rapid economic development in Japan. For

instance, the SCAP government carried out the Anti-Monopoly Act to dissolve

Zaibatsu such as Sumitomo and eliminate the monopolized economy by them. Also,

US carried out the Land Reform Act and to distribute land equally to the farmers,

hence improved Japan’s agricultural productivity. In 1960s, Japan annual growth of
GDP went up to 9.1%. What’s more, the US sighed the Mutual Security Pact in 1951

with Japan, reducing Japan’s military expenses to 1% only. This greatly saved Japan

expenses and more resources can be allocated to develop her economy. Hence,

Japan had awesome economic growth and recovery from the end of WW2 to the
end of 1960s.

Also, in educational aspect, the education level of Japan greatly enhanced due to

US, as the US started the Basic Education Law in 1947, providing compulsory basic

education to the people, the educational level rose greatly. Universal education was

achieved in junior high school. In senior high school ~99% enrollment rate was

achieved. It shows that the educational level of Japanese raised to a very high level.

More students can attain universities’ degrees. For instance, Tokyo University,

Kyoto University etc. At the end of 1960s, around 1 in 7 Japanese were university

graduates, it shows the high educational and academic level of Japanese thanks to
the US.

Also, for diplomatic aspect, the countries in Southeast Asia had closer relationship
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with Japan thanks to the US. For instance, US helped Japan to sign the Treaty of San

Francisco, which allowed Japan to repay her debts in kind and labour. Hence Japan

could have closer relationship with the Southeast Asian countries like Philippines,

as she could enter their markets. It shows that the diplomatic ties made by Japan

with the Southeast Asian countries was due to US effort.

There are also other factors that led to the developments of Japan after WW2 to

the end of 1960s, but they were less important than the US factor.

Firstly, it was the Japanese government efforts, for Japan’s economic development

she carried our expedient policies like in 1952 she joined the World Bank and

International Monetary Fund, which improved Japan economic status globally. Also,

she joined the GATT in 1955 to boost trade and development of renewable energy.

However, US factor was more important. In terms of cause-effect relationship, it

was the US that formed the stabilized political environment by Military Tribunal to

eliminate the Zaibatsu, the Japanese government could have a good foundation of

economy before carrying out her economic plans, hence she was following US

footsteps. Hence US factor facilitated the Japanese policies to be more effective

after SCAP occupation ended.

Also, the global circumstances also led to the economic and political development

of Japan. As for economic, due to the Korean War in 1950-53 and Vietnam War in

1965, it led to the increased military production of Japan to supply munitions to the

two countries with wars. This special procurement helped Japan to revive her

economy quickly with more military exports. Also, approaching the end of WW2, in

1945, Japan lost, the international circumstances of disarmament conferences and

peace conferences caused her to abandon the militarism in Japan, facilitating the

democratic development. However, in terms of cause-effect relationship, it was US

factor more significant. As US was the head of the capitalist bloc, she actively

participated in Korean War and sent 3 million soldiers to Vietnam War against

communism. It was US that chose Japan as the country for supplying military

munitions for them US created the special procurement. Also, Japan surrendered

because US threw two atomic bombs in Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Hence the
downfall of militarism after WW2 to late 1960s was also due to US effort to

eliminate militarism and set up the Showa Constitution hence US more important.

Also, the Japanese characteristics also led to the Japanese improved economy and

educational standard. As Japanese was very obedient and good at saving in nature,
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they listened to the SCAP government’s economic policies to reconstruct their

economy. For instance, they worked very hard in the companies to increase

Japanese exports, goods like Japanese TV and cars were exported to US and

Southeast Asian countries. Also, due to the saving nature, Japanese saved money in

the bank and the Japanese bank could give more debts to companies to boost

economic development. Whereas, Japanese was willing to learn and hence many

attended tertiary or overseas education to improve themselves. However, US factor

was more important in terms of cause-effect relationship, Japanese characteristic

existed long before that, it was the US that carried our expedient policies like the

Anti-Monopoly Act, Land Reform Act and also provide basic education, then

Japanese can fully express their national features for educational and economic

development.

All in all, US factor was the most important factor among all factors in causing

development during end of WW?2 up to 1960s end.

Words: 929
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In the period 1952-2000, Japan regained its autonomy since the end of Second

World War and the rule of the Supreme Commander Allied Powers. It then

developed her diplomatic relations with other Asian countries. However, | do not

agree that the diplomacy of Japan with other Asian countries aimed primarily at

compensating its war guilt. Japan aimed primarily at gaining economic benefits and

international status instead. It could be discussed further in Japanese and

Southeast Asia relations, Japanese-Korean relations and Sino-Japanese relations.

First, in Japanese and Southeast Asia relations, Japan had made certain attempts in

compensating its war guilt. For example, in 1952 the Treaty of San Francisco

demanded Japan to pay reparations in kind and services. Later on, Japan sent

goods and services to Southeast Asian countries to help improve people’s living

standard, e.g. build infrastructure imports good gquality Japanese-made products

etc. Since Japan once invaded almost whole Southeast Asia in 1930s and exploited

resources from colonies like Malaysia, Burma, Taiwan, etc., the Treaty was a

reparation to help improve their economy and society, thus could be considered as

compensating its war guilt. Moreover, the Fukuda Doctrine in 1977 promised that

Japan could not revive militarism gain and their relations were in equal basis. This

also showed the attempts of Japan in developing equal, friendly relations with

Southeast Asia, hence compensate the top-down relations and exploitations in the

promotion of the Greater East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere in 1930s.

However, the diplomatic tactics with Southeast Asian countries were actually aimed

primarily at gaining economic benefits and international status of Japan. For

instance, the Treaty of San Francisco was to pay reparations in kind and services but

not in money form. This allowed Japan to get into Southeast Asian market and

gained economic benefits from the cheap resources and large overseas market,

thus leading to the economic miracle in Japan but not Southeast Asian countries in
1950s-1960s. Moreover, the First Oil Crisis in 1973 and the Second Qil Crisis

afterwards drew Japan to exploit oil resources from Southeast Asia instead of

Middle East. Though Southeast Asia benefited from economic trade, Japan enjoyed

much greater benefits and hence rising status. The Southeast Asian countries were

instead suffered from environment destructions. The assistance to ASEAN was also
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only aimed at developing economic partnership for Japan’s interests. Therefore, the

aim of compensating war guilt was just a hame. It was exploiting for own benefits

in nature.

In terms of Japanese-Korean relationship, certain aims at compensating war guilt

was seen. For example, in 1965 Japan and South Korea was normalized in

diplomatic relationship, mediated by the US, as well as the Six Party Talks. This

marked the compensation of Japan to her annexation in Korea and took it as colony

for 36 vyears. This showed good attempts of compensating war guilt of Japan in

developing normalized relationship with Koreans.

However, it was to a clearer stance that Japan aimed at gaining economic and

political benefits from South Korea instead of compensating its war guilt. For

example, the official visits of Prime Minister to Korea and the jointly held World

Cup Football Match together was to develop economic partnhership. The world

extent also enhanced Japan’s international status, especially after the declining

status in post-WWII. Therefore, economic benefits and international status were a

more crucial consideration in the period 1952-2000. Even though there was the

normalization of Japanese-Korean relationship, it was due to Japan under influence

of the US in Cold War, thus joining allies with South Korea in against communists.

Japan did not put much efforts in North Korea to resolve their tensions in Cold War,

Korean War 1950-53 as well. Therefore, Japan’s diplomacy with Korea was just

aimed at economic, political, and diplomatic benefits, but not for the sake of

compensation. Even worse, the territorial disputes over Dokdo further showed that

Japan had no real aim to compensate, but only strive for nation’s interests with

South Korea.

In terms of Sino-Japanese relations, it was also only be seen in fewer places where

Japan aimed at compensating its war guilt to China. For example, the 1972

Sino-Japanese Joint Declaration and the 1978 Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peace and

Friendship also showed Japanese’s willingness to rebuild peace and friendly

diplomatic relations with China, so as to step backward and compensate the war

guilt of invasion in China in 1930s. the official development assistance in 1984 also

compensated her unfair, humiliating Twenty One Demands, as well as exploiting

Chinese Shandong interests and the destructions caused by Sino-Japanese War in

1937. Thus, money compensation were seen in developing peaceful relations with

China.
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However, it was also that Japan aimed at gaining economic benefits and her

influence in Asia instead of real compensation attitude. For example, Japan put

more efforts in developing diplomatic relationship with China in 1970s, was

primarily due to the potential benefits from China as a strategic partner since

Reforms and Opening Up in 1978. In 1960s, Japan accepted visits of Mei Lanfang of

Chinese opera to Japan was also for her good image in cultural exchange but not

compensating or showing any reservation to her guilt. Moreover, Japan showed no

sincerity in apologize for her war guilt. The falsification of history textbook and

denial of past invasion history, e.g. changing Nanjing Massacre to “entering”

Nanjing only. Also, the visits to Yasukuni Shrine to worship the first class war

criminals arouse people’s fear of the revival of militarism. Japan even refused to

compensate money to the comfort women as well. Japan and China also had

territorial disputes over Diaoyu lIslands but Japan showed no attempts in

compensation. Therefore, Japan did not aim at compensating or apologizing but

develop a close diplomatic relations with China just to obtain economic and

diplomatic benefits.

As seen from the above, Japan diplomatic with other Asian countries, e.g.

Southeast Asia, Korea and China was not aim primarily at compensating war guilt,

but to obtain economic and diplomatic interests for herself in 1952-2000. Therefore

| don’t agree the statement.

Words: 995
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